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Home Missionary 
By Ruth Evangeline MacGregor 


DREAM of valiant service in 
Some far-off heathen land. 
I long to tell them of God’s love 
And help them understand. 


And as I dream, I mop the floors, 
And make the beds, and dust. 
I wash the dishes, cook the meals; 

Do all the things I must. 


And with each “missions” offering 
I send along a prayer 
That God will bless my “home work” 
here 
In valiant service there. 


ma 
Follow Thou Me! 


“Narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life.” Spoken by the Lord Jesus 
in the Sermon on the Mount, these 
words are generally—and rightly—ap- 
plied tc salvation. He had just said 
that the entrance is “the strait gate” 
and that the way to destruction is broad. 
But the words about the narrow way 


have a definite and personal application 
for every Christian, for the way of the 
will of God for each one is narrow and 
hedged about with many things. It be- 
gins for any individual when, after con- 
version, God’s will is revealed through 
the Word, prayer, the advice of conse- 
crated friends, and providential circum- 
stances. Then come such things as par- 
ticular talents, training, limitations of 
health and strength, agreements that 
must be kept, pressing duties of the 
hour’ and the day, family obligations, 
outside calls beyond one’s daily occupa- 
tion, and even such seemingly accidental 
Second causes as the weather. When 
any man determines to do the will of 
God for him every hour and every 
day, he will find that he has no time 
for much else. This in itself will be a 


check on that fleshly desire to look 
around at others and wonder why God- 
gives them such advantages and allows 
them to do this and that. He will learn 
to leave them in God’s hands and be 
Satisfied even though he cannot under- 
stand. It is noteworthy that, just after 
the Lord Jesus had said to Peter on that 
lovely. morning by the lakeside, “Fol- 
low me,” Peter turned and looked at 
John and asked what he should do. 
When he got his eyes off the Lord he 
was troubled about the duties of an- 
other disciple. Then the Lord Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “If I will that he 
tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
follow thou me” (John 21:22). We are 
happiest when we are “looking unto 
Jesus,” trusting and obeying, and closely 
following His particular plan for us, 


Some Recent European Testimony 


Translated from the German and French by the late Ernest Gordon 


I 


A MEDITATION IN ZURICH ON JAMES 3:5 
By Dr. WILHELM BUSCH 


oe | T’S amazing!” I cried so loudly 
that a man walking in front 
looked around in surprise. 
Modern Zurich, with its hurried traffic, 
its elegant streets, its luxurious shops, 
its worldly, international atmosphere, 
was left behind and we were wandering 
in the ravishing old city with its 
crooked, gabled buildings, old-fashioned 
shop jsigns, and many memorials of 
early Zurich. “There’s the house where 
the gifted Lavater lived. There’s the 
inn in which Goethe lodged some weeks, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise 
against thee in judgment thou 
shalt condemn. This is the heri- 
tage of the servants of the Lord, 
and their righteousness is of me, 
saith the Lord” (Isa. 54:17). 




















and here the wine shop where the poet 
Gottfried Keller once used to linger.” 

But when I left Zurich two hours 
later, I carried off not merely memories 
of the old time. I there experienced 
something I shall never get away from: 
a sermon I had heard on a text not too 
often used and the preacher was not 
a preacher—rather two very old build- 
ings. 

I will tell the story in order. 

My guide stopped before an ancient 
and mean house. “Look closely,” he 
said. “Here Lenin long lived. Here he 
prepared himself to launch the Bol. 
shevist Revolution.” 

I stood still in thought. In such pov- 

erty had he lived—this man who set a 
world aflame. Before my inner mind 
was a great map I had seen lately. The 
Bolshevist lands’ were red. It looked 
like a gigantic, submerging flood. 
» In this mean house the immigrant 
Lenin had lived. He had no money. 
He had no armies. He had nothing 
wherewith to conquer the earth. He 
had only—the word. 

Then I heard in the spirit the Bible 
text, “The tongue is a. little member 
and doeth great things. Behold how 
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great a forest a little fire kindleth” 
{German translation of James 3:5]. 
Thus speaks the Apostle James in his 
third chapter, 

I walked on, deep in thought. The 
road led over the Limmat Bridge. There, 
behind the ravishing baroque Town 
Hall and the beautiful Gothic Water 
Church, towered the mighty Cathedral. 
A few steps and we were before the 
great door, ° 

“Here the Reformer Zwingli preached 
the Gospel. From here the Reforma- 
tion passed over all Switzerland,” ex- 
plained my guide. . 

I stood overpowered and again I heard 
the words, “The tongue is a little mem- 
ber and doeth great things.” In spirit 
I saw the modest, manly, people’s pas- 
tor of Toggenburg ascend the pulpit. 
He had nothing in the way of influence, 
money, or might. He had only the 
Word. But with this word of the Cross 
he awakened Zurich from its death- 
sleep. The fire ran over the land. At 
Geneva, Calvin preached it mightily. It 
went in victorious progress through 
France, Holland, England. 

And all this ran back to the poor pas- 
tor who preached only (only?) the word 
of the Cross! 

“The tongue is a little member and 
doeth great things.” The cathedral also 
witnessed to it. “See what a great for- 
est a little fire kindleth.” 

There on the right side of the Limmat; 
here at the Cathedral. They both 
preached words, Yet how different the 
worlds they represented! 

Slowly we went back to modern Zu- 
rich with its noise and tumult. We were 
still. We were conscious again of the 
might there is in the tongue. And even 
if we have not such consequences as 
followed on Lenin’s words and Zwingli’s, 
yet our poor word can work. It can 
poison, or renew, souls. It can wound 
and make whole. It can be in the serv- 
ice of Satan or in the service of God. 

Then I thought of the text that insists 
on an account for every idle word we 
speak [Matt. 12:36]. 

How awe-inspiring when one thinks 
of the terrifying consequences a word 
can have! 

It 

A contributor to the Gazette de Lau- 
sanne, M. Faes, makes the following 
observation: 

“Men of today are put together of 
bits from the newspaper, the popular 
magazine, the radio. They have the 
weak stomachs of infants to whom pre- 
digested food is giver, and their opin- 
ions, as their conversation, have their 
source in the various ‘digests’ that cover 
the newsstands. 

“IT have had occasion to return to a 
parish where the people are known to 
me. I have asked why certain of the 
citizens stand out from the mass and 
impose respect by their independence 
of spirit. In their conversation they 
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give you a personal point of view, re- 
flections that truly represent reflection. 

“Those who make this impression most 
markedly have this in common, in spite 
of their different milieux, that they are 
readers of the Bible. 

“Frequent and persistent contact with 
the Word of God has built personality 
and refined and developed it. The Bible 
has freed them from opinions and slo- 
gans. It gives them a criterion to judge 
all, 

“They have enriched my life by their 
attitude, have won my admiration be- 
cause they have no fear of solitude. 
What care they how the world goes on 
and what it thinks! They do not let 
themselves be carried away by mass 
judgments. They seek only to be in 
harmony with the Word of God and its 
demands. 

“These men have enriched me by their 
conversation. They know how to ex- 
press profound things. This contrasts 
with the poverty of expression of men 
in general. For it is a quality of the 
Bible that it discloses deep truths and 
teaches men to express them. It breaks 
the shell of the prefabricated and helps 
men to see themselves as they are, The 
Bible furnishes its constant readers with 
perspectives which render the myopia 
of the natural man insupportable. In 
fact all those who wait on God shake 
off the tyranny of number and imposed 
opinion.” 

Tir 

Pastor Deitenbeck writes of the em- 
phasis Paul laid on Christian greetings 
at end and beginning of his Epistles, 
so much so that the last chapter of 
Romans is altogether taken up with 
them. Christians are a family and fam- 
ily love should be a distinguishing mark. 
“Greet so and so.” Luther translated 
the, word adspazomai (“to greet”) as 
“bless” (Acts 20:1): “Paul called unto 
him the disciples and blessed them.” 
So in German, the greeting on meeting 
Griiss dich Gott (“God greet thee”) 
means rather, “God bless thee.” In the 
earliest code of Christianity, The 
Didache (“The Teaching”), 110 A.D., we 
are admonished to “seek daily the face 
of the saints that from their words we 
may draw breath (of life),” in other 
words encouragement, support in temp- 
tation, in loneliness, sickness, war, and 
imprisonment. 

Such greetings should go also to dis- 
tant brethren, that they may be 
strengthened. “I am convinced that 
many a light beam in tempted heart, 
the sudden remembrance of a word of 
Scripture or of a hymn verse, has 
as its original impulse a distant in- 
tercessory prayer. How manifold can 
such silent intercessory greetings be! 
You go through the streets of a city 
and can, in passing, greet in prayer men 


who are perhaps embittered, despairing, , 


or sick. I know of a pastor who, every 
Sunday evening at dusk, makes a jour- 
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ney past the houses of his little parish, 
and prays for every one-in those houses 
as he goes by them. 

“Beside silent greeting prayer, is the 
word of blessing. Yesterday I met an 
old Christian of over eighty years whom 
I had not seen for weeks. His first 
word after encountering me was, ‘IT have 
been thinking that the love of God al- 
ways takes the initiative. That was a 
greeting from God in the midst of street 
noise, blessing from a father in Christ, 
a father in the faith, who lives out of 
the power reservoir of the eternal Word, 
Here was, all at once and on the street, 
the Church of Christ, and one passed 
on strengthened. 

“There is a blessing, a greeting, by 
signs, too. I remember an aged Rus- 
sian woman in Nikolofieff, who often 
passed by the barbed wire behind which 
we were confined. She had heard that 
I was a pastor. She was not allowed to 
say anything to a prisoner breaking 
stone, but she did one thing. She made 
the sign of the cross! How that light- 
ened the misery of imprisonment. And 
at times she would, unobserved, throw 


(Continued on page 292) 








Notes on Open Letters 





Are the Wounds Visible 
in Christ's Body? 


Does Scripture give proof that the 
Lord Jesus will have the marks of the 
wounds in His body when He returns? 
Will we need to see these wounds to 
know the Lord Jesus?—An Australian 
reader. 1 


Nothing is said clearly concerning the 
wounds in His body in connection with 
His return. But when Thomas doubted 
that He had really risen from the grave, 
Christ came to him in His resurrection 
body and said, “Reach hither thy fin- 
ger, and behold my hands; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but believ- 
ing” (John 20:27). This implies that 
the wounds were there and that Thomas 
might have touched them if he had 
wished to. But he did not need to, as 
he was convinced and answered, “My 
Lord and my God.” 

In the visions given to the Apostle 
John on the island of Patmos, he saw 
“in the midst of the throne and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the 
elders .. . a Lamb as it had been slain” 
(Rev. 5:6). This also implies that there 
was some indication of the wounds, for 
Christ is “the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). 

It seems very unlikely that, in the 
light of the full revelation we have in 
the New Testament, any believers will 
need to see His wounds to know the 
Lord Jesus when they see Him. 
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ll. The Nature and the Fall of Angels 


Their superhuman abilities and their fallibility 





have no bodies as we understand 

them, although at times they have 
assumed human form. As pure spirits 
(Psa. 104:4; Heb. 1:7, 14), there can be 
no ‘question of generation among the 
angels, of angelic families or relatives. 
Angels are sexless (Matt. 22:30). Each 
angel stands apart as a direct creation 
of God and complete as an individual. 
There is, however, a difference of rank 
among the angels. 

Whatever we would know of the 
nature of angels must be derived from 
the Scriptures. Jewish traditions, which 
Roman Catholicism has adopted and en- 
larged, are worthless, except those parts 
that agree with the Word of God. The 
angels are always spirits. Some of the 
early Christian Fathers, however, sup- 
posed the angels to have bodies of some 
refined, éthereal substance. The Bibli- 
cal revelation is that the angels are 
spirits, but able at any time to assume 
bodies when they are commanded to by 
the Creator. 

The true nature of angels is expressed 
by the word “spirit,” meaning that they 
are real, personal beings who subsist 
of themselves. Gill, in his valuable 
commentary, says that “the angels are 
of a spiritual nature, not compounded of 
parts, as bodies are; and yet they are 
not so simple and uncompounded as 
God is, who is a Spirit. In comparison 
with Him, they appear nearer to bodies. 
Wherefore Tertullian, and some other 
of the Fathers, asserted them to be cor- 
poreal, though with respect to bodies, 


Ti angels are spirit beings. They 


‘ they are incorporeal.” 


Definition by Contrast 

It is somewhat hard for us to form 
any idea of a spirit. We know better 
what it is not than what it is. The Lord 
Jesus said, “A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39). 
To quote Gill again: “Was it corporeal, 
a legion of spirits could never have a 
place in one man, nor penetrate and 
pass through bodies, as through doors 
bolted and barred as these angelic be- 
ings Have; nor is it any objection to 
their being incorporeal, that they have 


‘ sometimes appeared as men, since they 


have only seemed so, or they have as- 
sumed bodies only for a time, and then 
laid them asidg; nor that they ascend 
and descend, and move from place to 
place, for this is said of the souls of 
men, which are incorporeal; and being 
spirits or of a spiritual nature, they are 
Possessed of great agility, and with great 
Swiftness and speed, descend from 
Heaven on occasions, as. Gabriel did, 
swiftly, having his order to carry a 
message to Daniel at the beginning of 


The psalmist tells us that God 
“maketh his angels spirits; his min- 
isters a flaming fire” (Psa. 104:4). 
This gives us just a glimpse of their 
freedom from the limitations of 
human beings and, as one of the 
old writers said, that “they are pos- 
sessed of great agility, and with 
great swiftness and speed, descend 
from Heaven on occasions .. .” 
This is the second article in the 
series on angels by Dr. Lockyer. In 
subsequent articles he will continue 
the discussion of their fall and deal 
with their mission. The series will 
continue next week. 








his prayer, and was with him before it 
was ended.” 

Being without bodies the angels are 
invisible, and are among the invisible 
things created by God. Further, being 
incorporeal and immaterial they are 
immortal, They have no parts capable 
of disunion and dissolution. Immortal- 
ity has been conferred on all angelic 
beings. Even the rebelljous angels con- 
tinue and do not to 

The psalmist’s reference to angels as 
spirits, functioning as “a flaming fire” 
(104:4), proves that while they are des- 
ignated spirits, they are also spoken of 
as fire, a visible substance. Such lan- 
guage indicates that they are endowed 
with wonderful activity, moving with 
the swiftness of the winds, and operat- 
ing with the force and energy of flam- 
ing fire. God, who directs their move- 
ments, employs them with the strength 
of winds and with the rapidity of light- 
ning. 

When Christ appears the second time 
He is to come, not only in the glory of 
His Father, but also in “the glory of 
His holy angels, who will be His min- 
isters and increase the splendour of his 


appearance.” The glory the angels are. 


to display must be visible, otherwise 
there will not be the presentation of 
glory or luster. Dick, in his “Philosophy 
of a Future State,” remarks: 

“An assemblage of purely spiritual 
beings, however numerous, and however 
exalted, in point of intelligence, would 
be a mere inanity, in a sense intended 
to exhibit a visible display of the di- 
divine supremacy and grandeur. The 
vehicles, or hodies, of angels, are doubt- 
less of a much finer mould than the 
bodies of men; but although they were 
at all times invisible through such or- 
gans of vision as we possess, it would 
form no proof that they were destitute 
of such corporeal frames. The air we 
breathe is a material substance, yet it is 
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invisible.” Paul speaks of “a spiritual 
body” (1 Cor. 15). 

Fausset’s “Bible Encyclopaedia” aptly 
summarizes the question of the sub- 
stance of angels thus: 

“As to the nature of ‘angels’ in the 
limited sense, they are ‘spirits’ (Heb. 
1:7, 14), of windlike velocity, subtle 
nature, capable of close communion with 
God; sharers in His truth, purity, and 
love, since they ever behold His face 
(Matt. 18:10), even as the redeemed 
shall (1 John 3:2); not necessarily* in- 
corporeal; Luke 20:36 (comp. Phil. 3:21), 
1 Corinthians 15:44 seemingly but not 
certainly imply their having bodies. 
Their glorious appearance (Dan. 10:6), 
like our Lord’s when transfigured and 
afterwards as the ascended Saviour 
(Rev. 1:14-16) . favour the same 
view. Close kindred of nature between 
angels and men is implied in both be- 
ing alike called ‘sons of God’ (Job 1:6; 
38:7; Dan. 3:25, 28) and ‘gods’ (Elohim) 
(Psa. 8:5; Heb. Elohim, ‘angels,’ 97:7; 
Luke 3:38). Finite, but ever progress- 
ing in the participation of God's infinite 
perfection (Job 4:18; Matt. 24:36; 1 Pet. 
1: 12).” 


Why Christ Took Our Nature 

At His incarnation, our Lord did not 
take upon Himself the nature—physical 
constitution or existence—of angels, but 
the seed of the man Abraham (Heb. 2: 
16, 17, A.S.V., adds clarity to the pas- 
sage). Dr. F. B. Meyer, in his “Exposi- 
tions of Hebrews,” says of this verse: 
“Had Christ chosen to lay hold of fallen 
angels, with a view of raising them from 
their lost estate, He would without doubt 
have taken upon Himself their nature, 
and descended into the pit; identifying 
Himself with their miséries, and paving, 
by His sufferings, a pathway across the 
great gulf fixed which intervenes be- 
tween their lést estate and Paradise. 
But verily He took not hold of angels, 
but of the seed of Abraham; and had 
no alternative therefore but to assimi- 
late Himself in all points to the nature 
of those whom, in infinite mercy and 
grace, He brothered.” 

It seems almost inconceivable that 
any so highly privileged as to live so- 
near to the Throne of God, beholding 
and bathing in His glory, should sin 
against Him, and consequently suffer 
expulsion from His presence. But 
Scripture is not silent as to open re- 
bellion in the angelic hierarchy, 

Without doubt the vast majority of 
the celestial cohorts have been true to 
God since their creation. They never 
cease to do His will in Heaven. They 
have never defaulted but have ever 


(Continued on page 283) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





notice with interest how the old 

Testament is now being so frequently 
used and referred to in legislation, prop- 
aganda, literature, drama, and the like, 
in Israel, The United Jewish Appeal 
has published a brochure entitled “Re- 
joice in Jerusalem,” calling upon hun- 
dreds of Jews throughout the world to 
come to Palestine during the year 1958 
to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the 
founding of the State of Israel, and the 
twentieth anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the United Jewish Appeal. The 
first page of this brochure bears the 
heading, “I Will Rejoice in Jerusalem, 
and Joy in My People”—taken from Isa- 
iah 65:19—and reads in part: 

“This prophecy of Isaiah, pronounced 
two millennia ago, is yours to ‘realize 
in the year 1958. . . . These are the 
miraculous achievements which your 
UJA gifts made possible: one million 
Jews—survivors of Hitler’s death camps, 
escapees from behind the Iron Curtain, 
refugees from Arab oppression—reset- 
tled in freedom in Israel. A Jewish 
civilization restored and new centers of 
Jewish culture and learning flourishing 
in Eretz. Former wastelands made to 
blossom again as in Biblical times. New 
cities, villages, and farms rising in the 
wilderness of the Negev. 

“If you have longed to ‘walk through 
the land of Israel, the length of it and 
the breadth of it.’ If it has been your 
dream to visit ‘the places about Jeru- 
Salem . . . and the cities of Judah.’ If 
you wish to ‘Rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in the people of Israel,’ to witness 
and experience all the predictions of the 
prophets which have been inspiringly 
fulfilled by your, gifts to the United Jew- 
ish Appeal—attend the UJA’s 20th anni- 
versary conference in Jerusalem, June 
24, 25, 26—at the height ft Israel’s own 
festival and celebration. 


President Carlos P. Garcia of the 


[ mtice Tenth Anniversary.—We 


Philippines is, as was his famous prede- * 


cessor, President Magsaysay, “an avid 
Bible reader, and his addresses and 
utterances are often graced with Bible 
quotations.” During his inauguration on 
December 30, he was sworn into office 
with his hand placed over a Bible, in 
the tradition of American Presidents, 
the first time this has been done in the 
history of the Philippines.—Far East 
News Service. 


Utah and Alcoholism.—The Mormon 
Church has always insisted that its faith- 
ful members refrain from use of all 
tobacco and intoxicating beverages, For 
this reason, I was surprised to read that 
the State of Utah is spending $6,000,000 
a year to jail alcoholics, to provide medi- 





cal attention for them, and to fight crime 
resulting from alcoholism. Moreover, 
during 1955 the. state collected $4,162,- 
755.99 in alcoholic beverage taxes and 
licenses. This represents a large amount 
of alcohol for this sparsely populated 
state. 

During the same year, California had 
a revenue from alcoholic beverage sales 
of approximately $39,000,000—but the 
cost of alcoholism to this state is esti- 
mated at probably not less than $130,- 
000,000! 


Mr. Otis Grant Whipple, one of the 
most consecrated Christian leaders on 
the Pacific Coast, a man of true humil- 
ity who never attempted to promote 
himself, has passed away. Mr. Whipple 
was founder, and for many years di- 
rector, of the famous Firs Conference 
Grounds at Bellingham, Washington. 
This work began in 1921, when the 
Whipple family invited to their summer 
home near Lake Whatcom a group of 
friends and missionaries for Bible study 
and prayer. Soon after this, Mr. Whip- 
ple was led of the Lord to give up his 
business and to found a continuous con- 
ference ministry. On the beautiful 
grounds of The Firs, thousands of peo- 
ple have received ‘blessing, and multi- 
tudes have, year by year, experienced 
conversion and full consecration, 


The World Conference on Missionary 
Radio has set the date of June 15 as the 
annual prayer day “for missionary radio 
and television.” Those interested in 
securing further information may ad- 
dress inquiries to Mr. John G. Talcott, 
Jr., c/o W.C.M.R. Prayer Day, Talcott- 
ville, Connecticut. 


Communism. and the Christian Re- 
ligion.—With all of the thousands of 
words on Russia, and the relation of 
that country to the United States, 
printed in our daily newspapers, almost 
nothing is said in our larger papers of 
the terrific pressure being exerted by 
Communism to carry out its program 
of annihilating all vestiges of the Chris- 
tian religion wherever Communism rules. 
The newspaper Ukraine Pravda, the of- 
ficial party organ for that Soviet repub- 
lic, announced on January 20 that while 
religion persists in the Soviet Union 
primarily as a curiosity, it still remains 
a problem and must be completely 
stamped out. “All the forces of ideo- 
logical influence must be mobilized in 
a struggle against religion, the cinema, 
radio, television, and class and individ- 
ual discussion.” 

The latest issue of the Church Times 
(London) carries a front-page announce- 
ment that the Hungarian Communist 
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party newspaper, Nepszabadsay, has 
published a criticism of party officials, 
condemning them for being regular 
church attendants, and for thinking that 
loyalty to the Communist party can ‘go 
hand in hand with church attendance. 
Insisting that religion is a remnant of 
the counterrevolution of 1956, the paper 
admits that since that time, the influ- 
ence of the clergy has increased, and 
people with religious convictions have 
been influencing some Communist lead- 
ers. “The church does not give up and 
cannot give up its idealistic philosophy, 
and it is in a position freely to spread 
belief in God,” and so, the article con- 
tinues, it is time for stricter measures 
regarding party officials attending 
church, 


Christians in Japan.—The spring issue 
of the British publication, Inter-Varsity, 
is filled with good things. One item of 
a rather startling nature informs us that 
of the 86,500,000 people living in Japan 
today, not more than 485,400, or .056 per 
cent, are nominally Christian. A build- 
ing has been secured in Tokyo near 
university areas to serve as a Christian 
center, past which thousands of uni- 
versity students will stream on both 
Sides of the road every day. What an 
opportunity—and what an object for 
prayer! 


Evangelical Students of India.—In an- 
other article in Inter-Varsity on the 
evangelical students of India, we read 
that there are 750 colleges in India where 
“there is scarcely a glimmer of light.” 
The Traveling Secretary of the Union 
of Evangelical Students of India an- 
Rounces a plan to put a tract into the 
hand of every student in India, number- 
ing about a half-million. “The problem 
will not be production, for which funds 
are available, but distribution. We must 
pray that every student believer may 
be constrained by the love of Christ 
boldly and winsomely to share in this 
task.” One paragraph sets forth a sad 
situation indeed: 

“The strongest opposition to the 
U.E.S.I. comes from Christians. In June, 
1954, the General.Committee of an im- 
portant Christian body passed a resolu- 
tion that the Christian colleges be re- 
quested neither to encourage nor permit 
any other Christian org@nization to work 
among the students apart from them- 
selves. Most Christian college princi- 
pals seem to have acceded to that 
request. The result is that the Chris- 
tian colleges are proving more difficult 
than the secular colleges where the per- 
centage of even nominally Christian 
students is generally much lower.” 
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Excavations in Ephesus.—The IlIlus- 
trated London News for February 8 
carries one of the most significant 
archaeological articles that I have noted 
in this paper, famous for its attention 
to archaeological subjects, for a long 
time. This is by Dr, Franz Miltner, pro- 
fessor in the University of Vienna and 
director of the excavations of the Aus- 
trian Institute of Archaeology at Ephe- 
sus. While I have done some reading 
on excavations in Ephesus, I was not 
before aware that the Austrian Institute 
started excavating there as far back as 
1896—and this group was not the first 
to dig there. The work was interrupted 
during World War I and again during 
World War II, but was resumed in 1954, 

During the past year, two large statues 
of Diana of the Ephesians have been 
uncoyered, the first to be found in that 
city, though of course others have been 
unearthed in other parts of Asia Minor. 
This is the Diana of the Ephesians whose 
worship is a central theme of the 19th 
chapter of the Book of Acts. The cover 
of this issue is a full-page photograph 
of the image of this goddess whose tem- 
ple at Ephesus was one of the seven 
wonders of the world. It is a life-size 
statue in Greek island marble of about 
the time of Hadrian (A.D. 117-138). 

A number of buildings have been ex- 
cavated, temples, baths, and the like, 
all described here in accurate detail 
accompanied by an interesting series of 
photographs. (The price of a copy of 
the Illustrated London News is two shil- 
lings, sixpence, and the office is at In- 
gram House, The Strand, London 
W.C. 2.) 


Divorce in America.—It is estimated 
that over ten million American men and 
women have been involved in divorce. 
The following statistics have just been 
released on Los Angeles County, an 
area having one of the highest divorce 
rates in the nation: In 1957, there were 
38,333 marriages in this county and, dur- 
ing the same year, 32,563 divorces. 


Testaments and Gospel Portions for 
India—The American Bible Society has 
just announced that a sum of $100,000 
has been added to the budget for 1958, 
with which this group and the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, working to- 
gether in India, will undertake the task 
of providing every Christian in that 
country who can read with a copy of 
the New Testament, and every non- 
Christian who can read with some Gos- 


pel portion. What a tremendous project! _ 


Irish Free State Grants for Catholic 
Sehools.—The courageous Ulster Protes- 
tant, published in Belfast, has released 
(February, 1958) a statistical summary, 
school by school, of the amount of 
Money being given by the Irish Free 
State to the Roman Catholic Church 
for its schools. The article is headed, 
‘Thirty-five New Voluntary Schools 
Under Construction All Under Roman 
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Catholic Management.” This includes 
fifteen voluntary primary and twenty vol- 
untary secondary intermediate schools. 
The total government grant will be ap- 
proximately $5,000,000. 

If we are not careful, this is what 
will occur in our own country in the 
not distant future. 


Evangelism in South America.—Dr. 
Oswald J. Smith, for these many years 
the gifted pastor of the People’s Church, 
Toronto, has just completed a remark- 
able evangelistic compaign in South 
America, including eight city-wide meet- 
ings, with seventy-one churches uniting 
in Montevideo, ninety in Santiago, and 
three hundred in Buenos Aires—some- 
thing never known before in this part 
of the world. The crowds were the 
largest seen in South America for a 
united evangelistic endeavor. In Buenos 
Aires, the police reported that 30,000 
people tried to get into the building 
where the meetings were being held at 
one time, and that the average attend- 
ance was 16,000. The newspapers gave 
extensive reports, one paper devoting 


three pages to one of the meetings. The. 


campaigns were televised. With a popu- 
lation of 6,000,000, Buenos Aires is the 
largest city in the world south of the 
equator. The total number of decisions 
at these meetings exceeded 10,000, of 
which 4,500 were first-time decisions for 
salvation. 


Bible Sunday in the Dominican Re- 
public.—Many Christians in the United 
States may well consider themselves re- 
buked by activity in the Dominican Re- 
public as reported by the American 
Bible Society: 

“Bible Sunday was the occasion to 
stage a parade in the Dominican Re- 
public, ‘the first time any Protestant 
parade was ever held in San Juan,’ ac- 
cording to a report received from the 
Rev. Andrew M. Rupp, superintendent 
of the Mennonite Mission work there. 
The procession was planned by the Men- 
nonite and Assembly of God churches. 
‘An amplifier was used to announce the 
significance of the Bible, its purpose, 
statements of its contents, and what im- 
portant world figures have said about 
the Bible,’ wrote Mr. Rupp. ‘Posters 
were carried and everyone carried a 
Bible. It was a real success.’” 


Biblical Interpretation in Israel.— 
Some time ago in these columns I spoke 
briefly of the proceedings of the second 
World Congress of Jewish Studies held 
in Jerusalem in August, 1957. Since 
then, I have acquired a copy of the 
Jerusalem Post for August 5, 1957, which 
carries a notice of contemplated proj- 
ects relative to Biblical interpretation 
that I have not seen referred to else- 
where. This is an indication of the 


unusual activity in the field of Biblical 
investigation among Hebrew scholars 
today. 

“A list of scientific projects which 
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have been initiated by various scholars 
and institutions was referred by the 
Congress to the newly formed Council, 
which will consider the extent of the 
support to be given these projects. They 
include a scientific edition of the He- 
brew Bible, in which the Masoretic text 
will be printed together with critical 
apparati; the publication of the Geniza 
documents, together with a translation 
and interpretation of the material; an 
historical dictionary of the Hebrew lan- 
guage, which is being organized and 
carried out by the Academy of Hebrew 
Language; the recording of the Hebrew 
and Aramaic traditions of the various 
Jewish ethnic groups; the Jewish bibli- 
ographic project, the purpose of which 
is to record systematically all the sci- 
entific literature relating to Judaic 
studies; and the publication of the com- 
munal record books of the Jewish com- 
munities of Europe.” 

In the same issue is a report of the 
visit of Professor Harold Louis Gins- 
berg, Professor of Bible at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in New York, as 
instructor at the Hebrew University 
during the summer months. Dr. Gins- 
berg is one of the great Hebrew 
scholars of our day, and a leading 
authority on Ugaritic literature, The 
article informs us: 

“In the offing are two major works 
by this Canadian-born scholar. The 
first is a brand new translation and 
commentary on Isaiah to be published 
by Doubleday Anchor Books and sold 
for approximately 90 cents. This will 
be one of a series of pocket books rep- 
resenting the labour of leading Bible 
scholars and edited by Prof, W. F. Al- 
bright. ‘They will be learned but in- 
telligible to a maximum of people and 
have copious introductions.’ 

“The second line of scholarly endeavor 
now pursued by Professor Ginsberg 
finds him in a pane] of three profes- 
sional scholars and three rabbis (rep- 
resenting the three stripes of Judaism 
—orthodox, conservative, and reform) 
who are evolving a new translation 
into English of the Bible. Each mem- 
ber of the six-man panel works on 
every section of a draft translation that 
will ‘read more clearly and easily and 
contain many new interpretations, apart 
from improvements in style.’ This enor- 
mous task is not’ expected to be com- 
pleted for another eight years.” 


Sealantic Fund, Inc., Contribution for 
Theological Education—A fund of two 
million dollars has been made available 
by the Sealantic Fund, Inc., for the ad- 
vancement of theological education in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. An 
equal sum is to be contributed by eight 
foreign mission boards in the United 
States. According to stipulations of the 
Sealantic Fund, the International Mis- 
sionary Council will set up a Theological 
Education Committee of twenty-four 
members to supervise this project, with 
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a. full-time executive who will oversee 
the distribution of grants to a few key 
seminaries and a_ textbook program, 
Grants will be made to approximately 
twenty seminaries on the basis of loca- 
tion, present work, and plans for devel- 
opment. Included in the project will be 
the translation of theological texts into 
a number of foreign languages. 

We may watch the use of these funds 
with interest. What kind of “theological 
education” will be sponsored? Will 
these textbooks be of a Barthian slant, 
and include those critical theories of 
the Scriptures which, instead of advanc- 
ing the cause of Christ, ultimately and 
inevitably undermine the faith of men 
and women in the Word of God? Let 
us pray for these leaders, that they may 
be concerned with confirming the great 
doctrines of the Christian faith and giv- 
ing into the hands of these thouSands of 
students in foreign lands those weapons 
by which they will be able to defend 
the faith against the increasingly power- 
ful inroads of Communistic atheism. 


Buddhism on the Rise in Great 
Britain—A friend in London has sent 


me a report of a message given in a° 


local church indicating the alarming 
rise in Buddhism in Great Britain. Near 
the University at Oxford a Buddhist 
congregation of forty students meets 
regularly, with an English young man 
serving as chief Buddhist priest. This 
minister warned that there are-now two 
thousand young men being trained to 
spread the doctrines of Buddhism in 
western nations. 

Faithful ministers of the Gospel must 
prepare themselves to meet the vigor- 
ous introduction of these Oriental and 
false religions, as well as the increas- 
ingly influential cults of our generation, 


Antichurch Menace in East Germany. 
—A recent cablegram from Berlin an- 
nounces that the German Protestant 
church leaders have begun a new move- 
ment to stem the increasingly menacing 
antichurch campaign in Communist 
East Germany. Behind this move is 
the fear that the East German Govern- 
ment may try to split the Evangelical 
Church and establish its own commu- 
nist-style state church, sealed off from 


the West. More than 14,000,000 of East 
Germany’s 18,000,000 population are 
Protestant. Spokesmen for both the 


Evangelical and Catholic churches have 
announced that any child attending 
the Communist-inspired initiation cere- 
monies on leaving school cannot be can- 
didates for confirmation. It is believed 
that about one eligible child in four is 
attending these classes preparatory to 
initiation. About 250,000 children in 
East Germany attended these cere- 
monies. 


Carbon XIV and the Flood.—I am not 
able to vouch for the value of this iteme 
but the London Daily Press has given 
publicity to the researches of a French 
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scientist, Mr. Charles Martin, who claims 
that radioactive carbon deposits in Eu- 
rope and America indicate that the sea 
level over a wide area rose at a period 
which tallies with the time of the Flood, 
This theory is based on a study of Car- 
bon XIV. When further information is 
available, I shall be glad to mention it 
in these columns. 


Drug Addiction.—A current summary 
of drug addiction communicates~ the 
tragic fact that in Iran alone there are 
1,500,000 drug addicts, causing 5,000 sui- 
cides a year and the abandonment to 
destitution of more than 50,000 children. 
In Egypt there are 400,000 addicts to 
cannabis, and 100,000 to opium. The 
United States has approximately 60,090 
addicts, and Canada, only 3,300. 


Religion in Japan.—The Winter, 1958, 
issue of Japan Harvest reports that 
while in 1956 there was an increase in 
the enrollment in Japanese evangelical 
Bible training schools, during the last 
year there has been a marked decrease, 
with a total enrollment of only 987, a 
decline of 161 from the preceding year. 
The proportion of men in the student 
bodies is 57 per cent. Fifteen of these 
evangelical schools are in the Tokyo 
grea, and seven in the Osaka-Kobe area. 

The same journal informs us that the 
142 Shinto sects of Japan have a com- 
bined number of 192,199 priests in 
charge of 115,926 shrines and churches 
ministering to an estimated 89,000,000 
believers. 

In 1956, there were 372 different denom- 
inations incorporated under the Ministry 
of Education in Japan. An _ unofficial 
survey reveals that there are at. least 
120 new religions in Japan, with about 
17,500 teachers, claiming at least 11,000,- 
000 adherents. These religions are an 
amalgamation of Buddhism, faith-heal- 
ing Shintoism, Christianity, and Con- 
fucianism. There are 1,791 licensed 
and ordained Protestant (conservative) 
ministers, meeting in 1,700 churches, 

The “Every Home Crusade” has ac- 
cepted the challenge of placing a Gos- 
pel tract in over 75 per cent of Japan’s 
15,000,000 homes. Over 500 different evan- 
gelical Japanese books are on the mar- 
ket today, as compared with only 32 
ten years ago. 


Biblical Audio-Visual Aids.—I do not 
have time to become thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the vast field of audio- 
visual aids for Biblical interpretation— 
some of which seem to border on the 
fictitious and occasionally the sensa- 
tional, and do not actually help to in- 
terpret the Word of God to young peo- 
ple. However, there are some very fine 
films coming out that are strictly Bib- 
lical in content. Worthy of special at- 
tention is a series now. being prepared 
by the Christian Mission Films. These 
will be motion pictures in animated art 
—similar to the method used by Walt 
Disney—c6vering the entire Bible. The 


‘ enteen films now available are: 
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originator of this work is Mr. Robert H, 
Bemiller, who has had twenty-three 
years of experience in major animation 
studios. Nine films have been com. 
pleted to date, bringing the narrative 
down to the time of the Exodus, and two 
more, on the life of Moses, are in pro- 
duction. I have seen the film on the 
Exodus, and would heartily commend it, 
especially to those who are teaching 
children. ° 

Full details are available from Chris. 
tian Mission Films, P.O. Box 27833, Holly- 
wood 27, Calif. 





The Moody Institute of Science also 
has released a fine series of 16 mm mo- 
tion color sound films presenting some 
of the great stories of the Old Testa- 
ment. The average running time is 
about twelve minutes. Among the sey- 
“The 
Fiery Furnace,” “David and Saul,” “Naa- 
man the Leper,” “Noah and the Ark,” 
“The Walls of Jericho,” “The Serpent 
of Brass,” “Daniel in the Lions’ Den,” 
etc. 


Mr. Alfred Cohen, head of the World 
Publishing Company of Cleveland, 
Ohio, has during the last forty years 
published eighty million Bibles. This is 
said to represent the largest number 
of Bibles issued by any one individual 
since the dawn of printing. 


A Call to Prayer.—Almost every item 
in the Survey this month presents either 
some worthy cause or definite need 
calling for prayer. How much do our 
prayers include? Are we shutting the 
door and interceding with God in this 
desperate hour for the far-flung army 
of devoted followers of the Lord? 


Many Benefits From 
the Christian Fellowship Tour 








HRISTIAN Fellowship vacation 
trips, under the auspices of TH 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times, in co-operation 
with the Northern Pacific Railway, al 
ways result in many expressions from 


_members of the tour party regarding 


the spiritual uplift that comes to them 
on the journey. Such expressions have 
encouraged the sponsors to continue 
these tours. So, again, the 1958 tour 
will start from Chicago on June 3, 
and return thereto July 15. Overnight 
stops will be made at Banff and Lake 
Louise in the scenic Canadian Rockies 
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on the way out, and three days and 
nights will be spent in Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton National Parks on the re- 
turn trip. From June 28 to July 6, the 
tour party will be aboard the Canadian 
Pacific’s S.S. Princess Louise, traveling 
through the Inland Waterways to Skag- 
way, Alaska. 

The peaceful, magnificent scenes in 
Alaska, and the pleasure of Christian 
companionship combine to warm the 
spirits and thrill the hearts of the trav- 
elers. There is enjoyment in Christian 
Fellowship cruises found nowhere else, 
and that is why there are so many who 
enroll on these tours through friends 
who have gone before. 

In addition, two days and two nights 
wil] be spent in beautiful Victoria, B. C., 
and many sight-seeing trips are in- 
cluded. 

If you are interested, you will enjoy 
reading the Alaska folder published for 
the 1958 tour. Write to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary, The Sunday School Times 
Co., 325 North 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
Mr. and Mrs, Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout, 

we 


Nature and Fall of Angels 
(Continued from page 279) 


been ready to do His errands. These 
are the angels who excel in strength, 
and who, as God’s ministers, do His 
commandments and hearken to the 
voice of His word (Psa. 103:20). 

In this section of our study we are 
to discover what the Bible says about 
the black sheep in God’s angelic family 
—the angels God charges with folly 
(Job 4:18). The assertion of Job proves 
that the angels were not so perfect but 
that they were capable of committing 
sin, which was precisely what the fallen 
angels did. They were not so intelligent 
a to be incapable of the most egregious 
folly if a work like that of governing 
the world were intrusted to them for 
one single hour. God therefore can put 
ho trust in them; and if He charges even 
them with folly, in what light must He 
view the children of fallen man! 

The fallen angels are in two groups, 
to be distinguished as: 

1. The Fallen and Fettered 

2. The Fallen and Free 
But it is necessary, before discovering 
what the Bible records of these evil 
angels, to think of the highest angelic 
being, who was responsible for ‘their 
tebellion against God. That Satan is 
the monarch of the doomed angelic 
bands is evident from the fact that our 
lord speaks of “the devil and his 
angels.” 

Revelation, reason, and experience 
Warn us that there is an intelligent spirit 
abroad in the world who is malignant 
amd ceaselessly hostile to men. The 
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Bible teaches that this intelligence is 
a person, not in the same sense as the 
Holy Spirit is a person, or in the same 
sense as you and I are individual persons; 
but he has real personality, in some 
sense comparable to divine and to hu- 
man personality, but by no means the 
same as either. ; 

The Devil is certainly not a man with 
horns, hoofs, and a tail, as he is usually 
depicted; nor is he a figure to joke and 
laugh about. Personal pronouns are 
used to describe him, and we are warned 
to beware of his subtle wiles. The 
Devil’s best trick is to convince men 
that he does not exist. if he is non- 
existent or dead, who is carrying on 
his devilish work? 

The modern mind may reject the idea 
of a satanic ruler because of the popu- 
lar, repulsive, and grotesque representa- 
tion of him that the Middle Ages gave 
the world; but the fact remains that he 
is gifted with the highest intelligence 
and exceedingly powerful. His exist- 
ence and influence were firmly believed 
in by our Lord and His apostles (Matt. 
4:1-10; 12:27; Luke 10:18; Rom. 16:20; 


2 Cor. 11:14, 16; Rev. 12:7-9; 20:2, 10). . 


Scripture, the only source of correct 
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information concerning spiritual beings, 
makes it clear that one of the evil angels 
is vastly superior to the rest in capacity 
and influence, possessing far more power 
than the others and referred to singly, 
as being the grand enemy of God and 
man. Hence he is designated by the 
following names and titles, which re- 
veal features of his character: Satan, 
meaning, the Adversary; the Devil, the 
slanderer; Apollyon, the destroyer; Be- 
elzebub, the prince of demons; Belial, 
the low, abject one; the wicked one; the 
god of this world; the dragon; accuser; 
a liar; a murderer; “him that had the 
power of death”; Abaddon; the enemy; 
the prince of this world; the tempter, 

Surely such an array of dreadful titles 
reveals the kind of being the Devil is 
and furnishes a reason why we should 
beware of him! This mighty angel, 
superior in natural capacity, power, 
and wisdom, once excelling all other 
angels in: honor and dignity and still 
the principal of the fallen angels, sur- 
passes them in Subtlety and cunning. 
Yet he was not always a Devil. Who 
then is this Devil, and how did he be- 
come one? 

(To be continued) 


Il. Was the Genesis Flood World-Wide in Scope? 


The testimony of Peter, and the need for 
considering the total destruction of the race 


By JOHN C. WHITCOMB, Jr., Th.D. 


Department of Old Testament and Hebrew, Grace Theological Seminary 


SIxTH ARGUMENT: 
THE TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLE PETER 


NE of the most important Biblical 

passages relating to the magnitude 
of the Deluge is to be found in 2 Peter 
3:3-7: . 

Knowing this first, that in the last 
days mockers shall come with mock- 
ery, walking after their own lusts, 
and saying, Where is the promise of 
his coming? for, from the day that 
the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation. For this they wilfully 
forget, that there were heavens from 
of old, and an earth compacted out 
of water and amidst water, by the 
word of God; by which means the 
world that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished: but the heavens 
that now are, and the earth, by the 
same word have been stored up for 
fire, being reserved against the day 
of judgment and destruction of un- 
godly men (A.S.V.). 

In this passage of Scripture, Peter 
speaks of a day, yet future from his 
standpoint, when men would no longer 
think seriously of Christ’s Second Com- 
ing as a cataclysmic, universal inter- 
vention by God into the course of world 
affairs. And the reason for this skep- 
tical attitude would be none other than 
a blind adherence to the doctrine of 


total uniformitarianism.— a doctrine 
which maintains that natural laws and 
processes have never yet been inter- 
rupted so as to bring about a total de- 
struction of human society and civiliza- 
tion through a supernatural act of God. 
And since this has never been the case 
in past history, there should be no cause 
to fear that it will ever occur in the 
future! 


In answering these skeptics of the 
end-time, the Apostle Peter points to 
two events of the past that cannot be 
explained on the basis of naturalistic 
uniformitarianism. The first of these 
events is the creation of the world: 
“there were heavens from of old, and 
an earth ... by the word of God”; and 
thé second event is the Flood: “the 
world [kKosmos].that then was, being 
overflowed with water, perished [apo- 
leto].” 

But it is the second of these two 
events, the Flood, that serves as the 
basis of Peter’s comparison with the 
Second Coming and the final destruc- 
tion of the world. For even as “the 
world that then was” perished by water, 
so “the heavens that now are, and the 
earth,” protected as they are by God’s 
eternal promise, from another aqueous 

(Continued on page 292) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 4. APRIL 27. GOD DELIVERS HIS PEOPLE 


Exodus 11:1 to 15:18; printed text, 11:1; 12:23-28, 14:27-31 
Golden Text.—Nevertheless he saved them for his name's sake, that he might make his mighty power to be known.—Psa. 106:8 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Exod. 11:1 And the Lorp said unto Moses, Yet will I bring 
one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards 
he will let you go hence; when he shall let you go, he shall 
surely thrust you out hence altogether. 


Chap. 12:23 For the Lorp will pass through to smite the 
Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the lintel, 
and on the two side posts, the Lorp will pass over the door, 
and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses 
to smite you. 

24 And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to 
thee and to thy sons for ever. 

25 And it shall come to pass, nn. ye be come to the 
land which the Lorp will give you, according- as he hath 
promised, that ye shall keep this service. 


28 And the children of Israel went away, and did as the 
LorD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did they, 


Chap. 14:27 And Moses stretched forth his hand over the 
sea, and the sea returned to his strength when the morning 
appeared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and the Lorp 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

28 And the waters returned, and covered the chariots, 
and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that came 
into the sea after them; there remained not so much as one 
of them. 

29 But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in the 
midst of the sea; and the waters were a wall unto them on 


* their right hand, and on their left. 


30 Thus the Lorp saved Israel that day out of the hand of 
the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the 
sea shore. 





26 And it shall come to pass, when your children shall 
say unto you, What mean ye by this service? 

27 That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the Lorp’s pass-: 
over, who passed over the houses of the children of Israel 
in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our 
And the people bowed the head and worshipped. 


houses. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HILE we cannot with finality 
W identify the royal personages 
involved in the story of Israel’s 
sojourn in Egypt, the following data are 
accepted by many conservative scholars. 

The king who “knew not Joseph,” and 
who started the oppression of the Chil- 
dren of Israel was probably Aahmes I, 
whose period is 1580-1557 B.C. 

The princess who rescued Moses, and 
adopted him as her son, is believed to 
have been Hatshepsut, the daughter of 
Thothmes I, who doubtless was Pharaoh 
at the time of Moses’ birth. She was 
the wife of Thothmes II, who became 
king by virtue of his matriage to this 
royal princess, 

The king whose death was the signal 
for Moses’ return to Egypt. (Exod. 2:23), 
generally referred to as the Pharaoh of 
the Oppression, was most likely Thothmes 
III, who reigned for fifty-four years, and 
was therefore also the Pharaoh from 
whom Moses fled (Exod. 2:15). 

If these conclusions are correct, then 
there is no doubt about the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus, with whom Moses and 
Aaron engaged in such strong conflict. 
He was Amenhotep II, whose dates are 
1447-1420 B.C. The reader is referred 
to Dr. J. P. Free’s work, “Archaeology 
and Bible History,” chapter 7 (Scrip- 
ture Press, Wheaton, Ill, $5). The Ex- 
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odus, then, was a mid-fifteenth century 
B.C. event. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 11:1.—“. 
upon Pharaoh... 


. . one plague more 
he shall surely thrust 
you out hence altogether.” The word 
“plague” signifies literally “stroke.” 
God was striking Egypt, and the blows 
were heavy. The last stroke, the slay- 
ing of the first-born, would bring not 
only permission to go, but an insistence 
on Israel’s going. 

Chap. 12:23.—“For the, Lord will... 
smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth 
the blood . . . the Lord will pass over the 
door...” Do not fail to read the instruc- 
tions given Israel in the previous verses 
of this chapter. Note here the phrases 
“pass through” and “pass over,” and 
what is involved in them. “Jehovah” 
and “the destroyer” seem to be distin- 
guished. 


Verse 24.—“. . . observe this thing for 
an ordinance .. . for ever.” The Jew- 
ish Passover is a commemoration of 
God’s passing over their houses, thus 
sparing their first-born when every first- 
born of man and beast in Egypt died. 
All this is, of course, connected with 
their escape from Egypt. 


Verse 25.—“. . . when ye be come to 
the land .. . ye shall keep this service.” 
The memory of their deliverance could 
quickly fade once they settled in their 
own land, so the ordinance was estab- 


31 And Israel saw that great work which the Lorp did 
upon the Egyptians: 
believed the Lorp, and his servant Moses. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


and the people feared the Lorp, and 


lished to bring God’s salvation to mind 
perennially. 


Verse 26—*“. . . your children shall 
say ... What mean ye by this service?” 
The following generations were also to 
be taught by means of the ordinance. 
The celebration would naturally induce 
questions from the young, and indeed 
asking questions is part of the celebra- 
tion today. See Topics for Development. 


Verse 27.—“, . . the Lord’s passover 
. when he smote the Egyptians, and 
delivered our houses. And the people 
. worshipped.” The answer to the 
question is a recital of their double de- 
liverance—from death and from bond- 
age. For the worship of the people 
compare 4:31. 


Verse 28.—“. . . Israel . . . did as the 

Lord had commanded Moses and Aaron 

-” Worship was followed by obe- 
dience—as true worship always is. 


Chap. 14:27.—‘Moses stretched forth 
his hand . . . and the sea returned to 
his strength . . . the Lord overthrew 
the Egyptians in the midst of the sea.” 
Between 12:28 and 14:27 we have the 
story of the last stroke, the Passover, 
the exit from Egypt, the pursuit of the 
Egyptians, and the crossing of the: Red 
Sea. At this point the Egyptians are 
in the trough of the sea, struggling with 
chariots that have lost their wheels, 
while Israel is on the farther shore. 
Now the sea overwhelms the helpless 
pursuers, 
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Lesson for April 27 


Verse 28.—“. . . the waters . . . Cov- 
ered ... all the host of Pharaoh... 
there remained not 80 much as one of 
It took all night for the path 
in the sea to become dry for Israel (14: 
21), but apparently the return of the 
waters was speedy, so that none es- 
caped. 

Verse 29.—*“, . . Israel walked upon 
dry land ... the waters were awall... 
on their right hand, and on their left.” 
It must have been an: act of.faith on 
Israel’s part to walk between two walls 
of water (Heb. 11:29), but the Egyp- 
tians, taking courage from Israel’s suc- 
cess, walked into their grave. 

Verse 30.—‘Thus the Lord saved Is- 
rael .. . and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore.” The bodies 
of the Egyptians that were washed 
ashore gave evidence of their destruc- 
tion, and of Israel’s complete emanci- 
pation, 

Verse 31.—“. . . the people . . . be- 
lieved the Lord, and his servant Moses.” 
It was manifestly a work of God, but it 
also gave evidence that Moses was act- 
ing for God and by God’s direction, so 
was to be followed and obeyed, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The exodus from Egypt was in three 
stages, which might be expressed in 
three phrases—under the blood, on the 
way, through the sea. 

The Children of Israel had no natural 
claim to exemption from the judgment 
of death that was about/to fall on the 
land of Egypt. God did not tell them, 
therefore, to hang notices outside their 
doors—“We are Hebrews!” God knew 
who were Hebrews, and needed no such 
notice. But the Hebrews needed a cov- 
ering to shelter them from a death 
which they, too, deserved. The cover- 


* ing provided was the blood of the slain 


lamb. It was an atonement, which they 
received by faith, faith evidenced in the 
sprinkling of the blood on the lintels 
and doorposts. 

We, too, are under condemnation, and 
have no claim to release from it. But 
God has provided a Lamb, whose blood 
covers our sin and gives us complete 
shelter from judgment. 

But Israel could not remain — 
closed doors. They must step out. e- 
deemed from death, they embraced their 
freedom, refusing to be longer under 
the hee] of the Egyptian tyrant. Not a 
hoof was left behind, 

We, too, have been redeemed from 
the judgment of sin, but salvation is 
also from the bondage of sin. Faith sees 
in the blood of Christ our emancipation 
as well as our justification. 

Egypt does not give up easily. The 
soul that steps out into its freedom will 
find itself pursued by the old Enemy. 
So the Egyptian army followed hard 
after the newly liberated Hebrews, to 
bring them back into bondage. It looked 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. April 20.—God Prepares a Leader. 
Exodus 2 to 4 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. May 4.—God Reveals His Law. 
Exodus 19 and 20; Deuteronomy 5 








as if they were in a trap. There was 
only one way of escape, and that was 
through—through the sea. God miracu- 
lously opened the way for them, and 
they passed over on dry ground, “which 
the Egyptians assaying to do were 
drowned” (Heb. 11:29). 

The Red Sea was the place of death. 
In a literal sense it was that for the 
Egyptians, but for Israel it was the path- 
way to a new life, and that sea of death 
cut them off from Egypt with all its 
bondage and tyranny. They “were all 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea” (1 Cor. 10:2). 

Salvation is a dying and a rising again. 
“Know ye nof&& that so many of us as 
were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we 


‘are buried with him by baptism into 


death: that like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life” (Rom. 6:3, 4). Only 
as we put death, the death of the Cross, 
between us and Egypt are we safe. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The Passover (Exod, 11:1 to 12:28) 
2. The Exodus (12:29-42; 13:17-22) 
3. The Crossing (14: 1-25) 

4. The Triumph (14: 26-31) 


Topics for Development 


The Ten Strokes. The reference to 
“yet... one plague” in Exodus 11:1 re- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO was the Pharaoh of the Ex- 
odus? 

2. How old was Moses when he chal- 
lenged Pharaoh in the name of Jehovah? 

3. How many strokes did God send 
upon Egypt, and how were they di- 
vided? 

4. What was the last stroke? 

5. How were the Children of Israel 
preserved from sharing the last stroke? 

6. What were the Children of Israel 
doing during the night of the great 
judgment on Egypt? 

7..How did the Egyptians assist the 
Israelites in their exodus from Egypt? 

8. What was Pharaoh’s second reac- 
tion to Israel’s departure, and what did 
he do about it? : 

9. How did God save Israel from the 
pursuing Egyptians? 

10. In what three phrases can we de- 
scribe Israel’s deliverance from Egypt? 


(Answers on page 291) 
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minds us of the series of strokes visited 
upon Egypt to bring submission to God’s 
demand for the liberation of Israel. These 
last really stands apart from the other 
nine, which divide naturally into three 
groups of three. Edersheim suggests 
that the first three (the blood, the frogs, 
and the lice) were to show that Jehovah 
was God, based on the admission of the 
magicians after the third (8:19); the 
second three (the flies, the murrain, and 
the boils), to show that He was God 
even in Egypt (8:22); and the third 
three (the hail, the locusts, and the 
darkness), to show that there was none 
like Him in the earth, that, in fact, He 
was God alone. The tenth stroke, the 
smiting of the first-born, not only was 
a judgment on the gods of Egypt, but 
revealed Jehovah as the faithful cove- 
nant God to His people, true to His 
promise to effect their salvation. 

A Child’s Question. A child’s pro- 
pensity for asking questions should not 
be stifled, but encouraged. The old sys- 
tem of catechizing children (asking 
them questions) had its merits, but a 
better way of instruction would be to 
encourage their questions. The ordi- 
nance of the Passover was intended to 
evoke questions, so that the children of 
the Israelites might have opportunity, in 
an atmosphere of aroused interest, to be 
told the story of their redemption from 
Egypt. It is now actually a part of the 
Passover ceremony for the youngest 
present to ask the questions, which are 
more or less prescribed as follows: 
“Wherein is this night different from 
all other nights? For, on all other 
nights, we may eat either leavened 
bread or unleavened, but on this night 
only unleavened: on all other nights we 
may eat other kinds of herb, but on this 
night only bitter herbs: on all other 
nights we need not dip our herbs even 
once, but on this night we do so twice: 
on all other nights we eat either sit- 
ting upright or reclining, but on this 
night we all recline” (“The Haggadah.” 
Edited by Cecil Roth). 


Practical Applications 


Do not harden your heart, as Pharaoh 
did, lest God harden it to your destruc- 
tion. 

Only as you are sheltered by “the 
blood of the Lamb” are you~secure 
against the Day of Judgment. 

See that you are not only freed from 
the death due to sin, but also emanci- 
pated from the bondage of sin. 

As the ordinance of the Passover 
keeps the memory of Israel’s deliver- 
ance from Egypt green among the Jews, 
so let your remembrance of your re- 
demption by the blood of Christ be ten- 
derly quickened by the Lord’s Supper. 

See that your confession of Christ is 
so clear at home that it will invite the 
children’s questions, which in turn will 
lead to their salvation. 
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Golden Text 

Psa. 106:8.—“Nevertheless he saved 
them for his name’s sake, that he might 
make his mighty power to be known.” 
Salvation is ultimately a revelation of 
God. By this revelation of His grace 
and power He is glorified. Certainly it 
is not for any merit in us that we are 
saved, but that His name may shine with 
more luster. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcesTeD HYMNS 
“'Tis the Grandest Theme Through the 
Ages Rung” 
“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus!” 
“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, we thank Thee for 
Thy Word which is able to make us 
wise unto salvation. As we study the 
portions before us now, open our eyes 
to their meaning and send us on our 
way rejoicing in Thee and Thy salva- 
tion. Send Thy messengers to all who 
do not know or understand the Gospel 
and draw many to Thyself in every 
land. Show Thy promises to people 
burdened with life’s cares that they may 
cast their burden on the Lord and find 
a peace the world can neither give nor 
take away. Give Thy help and guidance 
to all who serve right and truth. Give 
repentance to sinners, comfort to the 
sad, help and healing to the sick, and 
their necessities to the needy. Keep us 
from the snares of the Devil, make us 
faithful to our Saviour, and bless our 
lives to many. Where we have grieved 
Thy Spirit by sin, forgive us and break 
its power in our lives, for the sake of 
Thy dear Son. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have 
learned how the Jewish Passover feast 
began. Proud Pharaoh stubbornly re- 
fused to let God’s people go, and God 
was compelled to visit Egypt with one 
judgment miracle after another till the 
night came when the death angel took 
the life of every first-born throughout 
Egypt. It was a dark night of terror, 





CHRIST, OUR PASSOVER— 
our raira receives SALVATION 


but in the midst of God’s judgment 
there was mercy, mercy for the people 
of God. Special instructions were given 
them for their safety. Each Israelite 
home was to slay an unblemished lamb, 
sprinkle its blood on lintel and doorpost 
and, “When I see the blood,” said God, 
“I will pass over you.” Though they 
were God’s people, they were sinners 
and needed a special provision of mercy 
in that hour of judgment. The provision 
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God made took in the death of the inno- 
cent substitute, the lamb, and applying 
the blood to each house, All this pointed 
on to our Saviour whose death pro- 
vides mercy for sinners who repent and 
trust in Him. So Paul wrote, “Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 
Cor. 5:7). 

But note that it was not enough that 
the Israelites should believe what Moses 
told them about the lamb and the 
sprinkled blood. The blood had to be 
applied to each house or the death angel 
would not pass over it. And it is not 
enough to know and believe the fact 
that Christ died for us just as fact and 
truth. One could believe the Gospel 
to be true and yet not trust himself to 
Christ. Each must receive Him as his 
own Saviour out of a sense of need. 
Then, as the sacrifice of the slain lamb 
meant protection for each _ blood- 
sprinkled home in Egypt, so the sacrifice 
of God’s dear Son will mean that we 
shall not perish but have God’s sparing 
mercy in His day of judgment. 


Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Yet will I bring one plague more 
upon Pharaoh .. .” (Exod. 11:1).—And 
it was to be the severest plague of the 
series! It is my understanding from 
Exodus 4:22, 23 that the first warning 
Pharaoh received was in connection 
with his first-born. 

The Lord instructed Moses to say to 
Pharaoh: “Israel is my son, even my 
firstborn: and I say unto thee, Let my 
son go, that he may serve me: and if 
thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will 
slay thy son; even thy firstborn.” 

Rest assured that warning went 
straight to the king’s heart, for his first- 
born son and heir meant everything to 
him (Psa. 105:36). But he met it with 
the defiant challenge: “Who is the 
Lord, that I should obey his voice to let 
Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Israel go” (Exod. 5:2). 

In the nine plagues, he had nine op- 
portunities to change his mind, but he 
obstinately refused to do so—hence the 
fulfillment of the Lord’s threat. 

Pharaoh became an illustration of 
Proverbs 29:1. His case serves notice 
to all of us not to harden our hearts 
against the Lord’s warnings. No one 
has ever hardened himself against the 
Lord and prospered (Job 9:4), 

I knew a blatant infidel whose ravings 
against the Bible shocked the members 
of his own family, as well as the general 
public. He was given solemn warnings, 
but heeded them not. He came to a 
sudden end. He was accidentally shot 
to death. 


“, . . when he seeth the blood ... the 
Lord will pass over the door...” (Exod, 
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12:23).—The first-born, on the night of 
the Passover in Egypt, was in the house, 
It was not necessary for him to see the 
blood. When the Lord saw the blood, 
He took ‘His stand at that house and 
prevented the destroying angel from en- 
tering it. “Nothing short of this is the 
meaning of the Passover,” said Sir Rob- 
ert Anderson in his “Redemption 
Truths.” 

There can be no mistake as to Christ’s 
being the fulfillment of the Passover, 
for the Word definitely says, “Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us” (1 Cor. 
5:7). His precious blood was shed almost 
2,000 years ago. We certainly cannot 
see it; but the Father saw it, and is 
satisfied. He places the inestimable 
value of that blood to the account of 
believers, and the plague of eternal 
judgment shall not be upon them (Exod. 
12:13; John 5:24; Rom. 8:1). 

To the Modernists’ charge that the 
Christian doctrine of atonement is “a 
theological barbarity, savage, sanguinary, 
and cruel,” Dr. B. Philip Martin of Dun- 
can, S..C., not only said, “Faugh,” but 
also composed the following poem, 
which appeared in his church bulletin: 

For the remission of man’s sin, 

A victim’s blood must spill: 
That sanguinary doctrine makes 
Some intellectuals ill. ‘ 


Aye, brutal, bloody lore it is, 
Barbarous and old; 

But who can preach the Crucified 
And leave the tale untold? 


God knows it was an awful thing, 
And gory, I agree; 

But there’s no other cleansing in 
This world for you and me! 

“Thus the Lord saved Israel that day 
out of the hand of the Egyptians .. .” 
(Exod. 14:30).—After the Israelites had 
been sheltered by the blood of the lamb, 
and after they had feasted on roast 
lamb, they were still in territory be- 
longing to Pharaoh. And he naturally 
thought he had a claim upon them; and 
pursued after them. 

When they were encamped before 
Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the 
sea, Pharaoh thought it would be an 
easy matter to recapture them. Pha- 
raoh may have concluded that Moses 
was a. poor tactician for having led the 
Israelites into such a blind alley. 

We are reminded of what Victor Hugo 
said about the disaster of the French 
army at Sedan: “This disaster ... was 
easy of avoidance by any other man, 
but impossible of avoidance for Louis 
Bonaparte. He avoided it so little that 
he went to meet it. Our army seemed 
expressly arranged for the catastrophe. 

- . No place could have been better 
calculated to shut in an army. .°. . Its 
very numbers were against it. Once 
in, if the way out were blocked, it could 
never leave it again.” The French em- 
peror, while still at the head of an army 
of more than 100,000 men, surrendered 
to the Prussians! 

The Lord knew what He was doing 
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Lesson for April 27 


when He, through Moses, led the Israel- 
ites to camp there. This resulted in the 
Egyptians “assaying” to pass through 
the Red Sea, where they were drowned. 

After the Israelites reached the resur- 
rection side of the Red Sea, they were 
saved from the Egyptians. They saw 
them “dead upon the sea shore.” 

When Christians can intelligently tell 
Satan they are dead and risen with 
Christ (the spiritual significance of the 
Red Sea) he knows they are out of his 
territory. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,—. 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


4°: fellows, every thoughtful Amer- 
ican looks back with gratitude to 
the Reyolutionary War, which in the 
providence of God gave to us “the land 
of the free and the home of the brave.” 
The stars and stripes in Old Glony, 
waving in the breeze at the top of the 
flagstaff, seem to sing out words of 
thanksgiving and praise. e 

Something of like sentiment stirred 
in the breast of every loyal Jew when 
he thought of the marvelous way in 
which God delivered His people Israel 
from slavery in Egypt and gave to them 
the Promised Land. God wanted them 
to remember it constantly and not to 
forget it. That was the main reason 
for the annual Passover celebration, 
that they might remember and give 
thanks, not only in words, but by faith- 
ful observance of God’s laws. 

But they did forget and went off after 
strange gods—the gods of the heathen 
nations whom God had told them to de- 
stroy. Read what the psalmist wrote 
in confession in Psalm 106:6-11, 13-15. 

One of the things that impresses me 
in this lesson is God’s desire for the 
young people to know all about that 
wonderful deliverance of Israel from 
Egypt and from their enemies in the 
desert and the provision God made for 
their instruction. “And it shall come to 
pass, when your children shall say unto 
you, What mean ye by this service? that 
ye shall say, It is the’sacrifice of the 
Lord’s passover, who passed over the 
houses of the children of Israel in 
Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, 
and delivered our houses” (Exod. 12: 
26, 27). 

You will note that God expected the 
children to ask their parents for the 
meaning of this spiritual feast, and He 
also commanded the parents to explain 
it to them. I believe it is just as truly 
God’s will today that the question-and- 
answer relationship should exist be- 
tween children and their parents, par- 
ticularly in matters both spiritual and 
moral. It is a safeguard against boys 
and girls’ being misinformed by evil- 
minded companions on the outside. And 
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I am talking not so much to parents in 
this, but to you fellows; for you will 
notice the Scripture passage says, “when 
your children shall say unto you.” God 
evidently expected you to open the in- 
terview. 

Many a fellow has missed a great 
blessing by failing to go to his parents 
with the question that is perplexing 
him. Well do I remember, when only 
ten years old I began to wonder about 
nature and physical life. I wanted to 
ask my father the meaning of things 
that greatly puzzled me, but I was 
afraid. I should not have been, for my 
father was very kind and I knew he 
loved me; but something held me back. 
Result: I was voluntarily instructed 
(misinstructed, I should say) by evil 
companions who hung vile pictures on 
the walls of my mind that to this day 
I have never been able to forget. That 
made it very difficult for me éver to 
get straightened out and to know the 
vital truth. Only the goodness of God 
saved me from a degraded moral life. 

There is no need to have that sort 
of experience. The boy should go to his 
father with his questions, and the girl 
to her mother. It would be a rare ex- 
ception’ if a parent refused to give safe 
and true advice; for parents know by 
experience, and they want you to take 
them into your confidence. Besides, it 
is God’s plan. 

If this lesson does no more than fo 
start you in the question-and-answer 
relationship with your parents, it will 
be well worth the time spent in the 
lesson period, 


WEAVERVILLE, N.C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us repeat together Psalm 19:1, 2, 

and then learn verse 3. People of 
every language can learn about God 
from His wonderful creation. 

We now have three “Landmarks of 
Exodus” on our bulletin board: “Slaves,” 
“Call of Moses,” and “Plagues.” 

Last week we stopped where God sent 
Moses back to Egypt to tell Pharaoh to 
set His people free. Aaron went with 
Moses as his spokesman. Pharaoh re- 
fused to let the people go, saying, “Who 
is the Lord, that I should obey his voice 
to let Israel go? I know ‘not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go.” Then God 
sent ten plagues on Egypt, one at a time, 
so that Pharaoh and his people would 
learn that the God Moses served was 
greater than all the gods of Egypt. I 
wish we had time to see how each 
plague was aimed at one or more dif- 
ferent idols, to show how powerless they 
were before the great God of the uni- 
verse. Only three of the plagues are 
pictured by this silhouette: frogs, lice, 
and flies. During the plague of frogs, 
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and that of flies and some others, Pha- 
raoh was so disturbed that he promised 
to let the Israelites go. But after each 
plague ended, he changed his mind. and 
refused to let Israel go. 

Before the tenth plague, God told 
Moses that this time Pharaoh really 
would let Israel go. Read Exodus 11:1. 
This plague was to be the death of the 
first-born in every home in Egypt! 
There was only one way of escape: 
Those who believed God were to kill 
a lamb for their house, ‘according to 
the number who would eat the cooked 
meat, and to take some of the lamb’s 
blood and brush it on each side of their 
outside door, arid also above it. Our 
fourth silhouette picture shows the 
blood being put over the door. Now 
let us read Exodus 12:23-28. Verse 27 
explains where the name “passover” 
came from. Orthodox Jews keep the 
Passover feast to this day, in memory of 
the deliverance of their nation from 
Egypt. The Passover gave them a won- 
derful picture of the Saviour, the Lamb 
of God, who would take away the sin 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Preachers generally have a hard time 
filling our comfortable churches in this 
country. I am wondering how many 
would attend services if they had to 
meet in a tent in the midst of winter 
with 20 inches of snow outside and no 
heat in the tent. That is exactly the 
tragic situation of the Evangelical be- 
lievers of the town of Volos in Greece, 
where 80% of.the buildings were de- 
stroyed by earthquake, among them 
the houses ot the Protestant believers 
and also their church. This happened 


over three years ago and they are still — 


worshiping in tents and living in 
pitiable conditions. It is wonderful 
that in spite of these circumstances the 
people are so hungry for the Gospel 
that they still come. 


From Rev. Basil Sakellis, the Gospel 
worker in that area, comes the following 
word: “For almost three years now the 
earth has been almost constantly shak- 
ing under our feet. Our nerves are at 
the point of a breakdown. We have 
experienced hundreds of. minor earth- 
quakes and we live in a state of alarm 
all the time.” The most amazing thing 
is that the poor believers in Greece 
gave $4,000 out of their indescribable 
poverty for the purpose of rebuilding 
their church, giving priority to the 
house of God even while they were 
homeless themselves. They have now 
turned to the Christian public of 
America, to you. They need an ad- 
ditional $11,000 and to help meet 
that need the American Mission to 
Greeks has already sent $1,000. The 
need is so imperative and cause so holy, 
that we entreat you not to let this op- 
portunity of serving the Lord go by. 
Surely there are 1,000 readers of this 
magazine who could sacrifice $10 or 
more. Will you be one of them? What 
a heritage these people have given us! 
Here is an opportunity to say, “thank 
you” to them for the missionary zeal of 
their forefathers. Send your gift for 
this urgent need to: American Mission 
to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
General Secretary, Dept. S, Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y. (in Canada: 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) 
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of the world. Although the Passover 
feast was instituted about fifteen cen- 
turies before Christ came to earth, God 
appointed it for the very day that Jesus 
would be crucified. His death and res- 
urrection are the center of all eternity. 

Pharaoh did free Israel that very 
night after his oldest child died. He 
and his people actually hurried the Is- 
raelites out of the land! The Egyptians 
feared they would all die if they did 
not let God’s people go immediately. 
So their former masters not only told 
their slaves that they were free to leave 
but they even gave them jewels and 
other costly gifts if they would only 
go at once! How thrilling this must 
have been to the Israelites! How they 
must have thanked God for freedom! 
However, they did not rush away in 
confusion. They left Egypt, marching 
in an orderly manner. God led them 
by day by means of a cloud, and by 
night with a pillar of fire. In this way 
He shaded them by day from the hot 
sun, and gave them light at night. First 
He took them to a place where they 
were hemmed in by the wilderness and 
by the Red Sea, near the Egyptian for- 
tress, Migdol, . 

What a place to be trapped! Pharaoh 
evidently realized this. By now he was 
sorry that he had set them free. So he 
called his army together to pursue them. 
When the Israelites learned this, they 
were terrified. Read what Moses said 
to them in Exodus 14:13, 14. What 
faith Moses showed! And it turned out 
exactly as he said, though one night 
Pharaoh and his soldiers did get close 
to the Israelites. But God put the pillar 
of cloud between His people and their 
enemies. Then He told Moses to:stretch 
out his rod over the Red Sea. Its waters 
divided, leaving a dry path for the Is- 
raelites to cross over, with a high wall 
of water on each side to protect them. 

When the Egyptians found out that 
the Israelites were crossing the sea, they 
followed. But when the Israelites were 
all across, God told Moses to stretch out 
his rod over the Red Sea, and this time 
the water flowed back into place, 
drowning the Egyptians. Let us read 
about this from Exodus 14:27-30. Pic- 
ture the feelings of God’s people as they 
saw their former enemies dead, and 
knew that the waters of the Red Sea 
rolled between them and the land where 
they had been so long enslaved. No 
wonder they sang praises to God! 

The deliverance of Israel from Egypt 
and from Pharaoh’s slavery is a picture 
of the deliverance from sin arid Satan 
that Christians find in the Saviour. Do 
we realize that because of what Christ 





This quarter we are learning the Scripture 
Catechism Card, ““Man’s Responsibility. to God” 
(20c a doz.), and using Mrs. Emmy Lou Mur- 
phy’s red silhouette pictures, “Landmarks of 
Exodus,” companion to her black,ones of 
Genesis (each set 40c, or 2 for 75c). Both 
may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Fern- 
dale, Wash. 
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did on the cross, we are forever freed 
from Satan’s power, as,well as from his 
doom? If we do, we also will sing songs 
of praise to our great Redeemer! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
b) 3 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God Delivers His People 
(Exod. 13:17, 18a; 14:9, 10, 15, 16, 21, 22) 

OMMENT on the news headlines of 

a recent paper. Pretend you are 
a boy or girl about 3,500 years ago, and 
tell us what you read under the head- 
lines in your “Midian Daily News.” (Re- 
view the assigned Bible readings.) Does, 
your “newspaper” have a map (show 
one from a newspaper) with Moses’ 
travels from Egypt to Midian, Sinai 
(Horeb), and back? If not, we can 
make our own, (Draw the general out- 
lines of the Peninsula of Sinai with ad- 
jacent Egypt and Canaan, using a map 
for the Israelites’ route from Egypt to 
Canaan. Have the children find the 
places from Bible maps and put them 
on the class map, with continuing ar- 
rows for Moses’ movements.) 

There were surely some exciting news 
items during the next year! Can you 
cover them all in a week? Make up 
your own headlines; there may be two 
or three for some chapters (Exod, 7; 
8; 9; 10; 12:21-39 and 13:17-22; 14; 15: 
1-21). 

Right now we will skip over the won- 
derful things God did to get His people 
free from their troubles, and start our 
map for their travels, (Make another 
outline like the above. Locate Goshen 
in Egypt, and Canaan. Let the pupils 
suggest the way the people would go 
to get to Canaan. Make a dotted line. 
Then read Exodus 13:17, 18a. How did 
the Lord guide them? See verse 21. 
Now they are here. Make a symbol 
for a mountain. Draw an arrow from 
Goshen to the space between the moun- 
tain and the Red Sea.) 

Now they see Pharaoh’s speeding 
horses, more than six hundred chariots, 
bearing down on them camped between 
that mountain and the sea! Where could 
they go to escape? Pharaoh’s soldiers 
would march them all back to slavery 
again! Or perhaps murder them right 
there in the country! The people are 
terrified. They cry out to the Lord. 
They blame Moses for bringing them 
out here. Is the Lord on their side or 
on Pharaoh’s? What had He told Moses? 
(Refer to the memory verses on the 
poster.) Moses lifts his rod. A strong 
east wind blows. The water piles up 
like a wall on either side, leaving the 
bottom: ground dry. “March on through!” 
comes the command. Fathers, mothers, 
children, donkeys, sheep, cows file past 
by God’s light, while God keeps the 
Egyptians in darkness, Draw an af- 
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row across on the map.) Then the 
Egyptians find the land bridge and drive 
right through. Oh, ho, they don’t! 
Their chariot wheels bog down in the 
mud. They break off. Stuck! “Let’s 
go back,” the soldiers shout, “the Lord 
is fighting for them against us!” “Stretch 
out your hand ever the sea,” God says 
to Moses. In comes the sea in a flood 
of water over the Egyptians, covering 
them all. Not one gets out! 

Now listen to the first stanza of Moses’ 
victory song. (Read Exod. 15:1b, 2b.) 
You will see it all published in your 
“newspaper” this week. “I will trust, 
and not be afraid: for the Lord Jehovah 
is my strength and my song” (Isa. 12:2, 
Memory Verse. Replace Exod. 3:12 on 
the poster by the new Memory Verse.) 

Has God helped you in your troubles? 
Sometimes He helps us out of trouble, 
sometimes around it, sometimes right 
through it! Have you made Him your 
song? A nine-year-old girl, Mary Ellen 
Gettmann, made up her own song, to 
the tune of “Here we go round the 
mulberry bush”: 

1.I have something to sing about, 

(repeats) 
Since Jesus is my Saviour. 
2. He makes me happy the whole day 
long, (repeats) 
Since Jesus is my Saviour. 
8. Jesus died on the cross for me, 
(repeats) 
And now He is my Saviour. 
4. His blood has washed all my sins 
away, (repeats) 
And now He is my Saviour.! 
1“Salvation Songs for Children,’”’ No. 3, In- 
ternational Child Evangelism Fellowship, Box 
616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., 60c. 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEN Moses returned to the Egyp- 

tian king and asked him to let the 
Jewish people leave that land, the king 
was not at all happy about it, you may 
be sure. By this time there were so 
many Jews that they could have filled 
a very large American city (at least 
two million of them). The king was 
getting lots of work done at very little 
expense by his slave labor. Indeed he 
did not want to release God’s people. 
But God had told Moses that He would 
Set them free. And God could not— 
would not—lie. It took a long while 
and a great deal of punishment on the 
Egyptian people before the king finally 
gave Moses permission to lead God’s 
people out of the land of Egypt. 

What a parade that was! Thousands 
and thousands of men. Thousands and 
thousands of women. Thousands and 
thousands of children. Off they went 
loaded down with all their belongings. 
Such excitement there must have been. 


Lots more excitement than when you 
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WRITE FOR FREE 
BOOKLET... 


We'll be happy to send you 
the rree booklet, pousLe pivi- 


DENDS, which explains the x 


Moody Annuity Plan in de- 
tail. Contains a chart show- 
ing income rates for all 
ages, explains tax benefits 
and tells you all about the 
many ministries of Moody 
Bible Institute in which 
you'll have a share. 


“I'm thrilled 
every time 

my Moody Annuity 
check arrives!” 






“My heart is thrilled each 
time the postman brings 
my annuity check,” says Mrs. S., 
“because I’m reminded again of my 
partnership with Moody Bible Institute 
... dedicated to the most important 
business in the world—God’s business— 
WINNING SOULS!” 


Moody’s Double Dividends 
appeal to Christians 
everywhere... 


The Moody Annuity Plan is an ideal finan- 
cial plan for Christians. It provides a gen- 
erous, guaranteed income as long as you 
live (up to 844% returns, depending on 
your age) ... no worry or bother of any 
kind. In more than 50 years, MBI has 
never missed a single payment — or ever 
been late. Returns have always remained 
the same regardless of world conditions. 


And as an annuitant, you have the joy of 
knowing your gift is being used to train 
missionaries, pastors and other Christian 
workers . . . and to spread the gospel 
through the printed word, films, daily 
broadcasts and other varied ministries of 
Moody Bible Institute. 


Write: Cart Frizen Dept. S-58-34-1 
Stewardship Department 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois 

©) Please send me ‘‘Double Dividends,"’ the story of Moody 
Annuities. 


(0 Please send folder, ‘You Can Take It With You,” re- 
lating to stewardship and wills. 


\=" 








Name Age_ 
Address 
City_ Zone. State 
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for better teaching 


Let your pupils see what you say. They'll learn 
faster—remember longer. Scripture Press 
offers a complete selection of tested visual 
aids for more effective teaching. 


¢ FILMSTRIPS—3S5MM. Professionally done. 
Story guide with each film, authentic, 
Captivating. 


¢ FLANNELGRAPHS. Colorful, die-cut suede- 
backed figures. Easy to use. Complete 
story furnished. 


e TABLE-TOP PROJECTS. Brightly colored, 
Stand-up figures moved around on map. 
Lesson book included. 

@ FLASH CARDS. Hold in hands as story is 
told. Complete story furnished with each set. 
Order from your Christian bookstore or 





1825 College Avenue * Wheaton, Illinois * 
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go on a hike, for these people were go- 
ing to a land which many of them had 
never seen. The children skipped and 
jumped and ran. What fun they had! 
When nighttime came, they pitched their 
tents and curled up on the ground and 
went to sleep. On they went the next 
day, 

Then God did a wonderful thing. So 
that His people would never have to 
wonder if God were with them, He put 
a cloud in the sky—a cloud that would 
lead them during the daytime, but at 
nighttime would be a light for them. 
That light—a pillar of fire—was bright 
enough to light that whole traveling 
city! The sight of the cloud or the fire 
was a constant reminder that God, was 
with His people. 

But a strange thing happened. In- 
stead of leading them by the most di- 
rect way, God led His people in a round- 
about way out of the land of Egypt. 
How disturbed His people were when 
they were led to a sea—and no bridge 
across it! Then they were afraid. Com- 
ing behind them they could hear the 
sounds of chariot wheels, the tramp- 
ing of horses, and, when they looked, 
they saw the shimmering armor of the 
Egyptian soldiers. The Jews knew 
nothing about fighting. Thty had not 
been to war. There was no way of es- 
cape. Had God forgotten them? Had 
God forsaken them? They were really 
afraid and they cried to God for help. 

“Why do you cry to Me?” God asked 
Moses. “Speak to My people and tell 
them to go forward.” 

Imagine that! Go forward into that 
sea? Take the babies and children 
through that? No, Moses did not say 
that, nor did he have time to think it. 
He listened to God’s orders: “Lift up 
your rod and stretch out your hand 
over the sea and divide it. And the 
Jewish people will go right through the 
middle of the sea on dry ground.” Think 
of that! Not only would God open up 
a path in the sea, He would even make 
the ground dry. But how could that 
big crowd of people get through in time? 
Already they had seen the Egyptians 
rushing toward them. 

Remember that cloud that God put 
in the sky? It traveled along in back 
of God’s people and it was so dense that 
the Egyptians could not possibly get 
through it. So they had to’ camp for 
the night. But on the other side of the 
cloud, everything was bright and clear. 
All that night the Jewish people 
marched through the sea with walls of 
water on each side of them. By morn- 
ing every single one of them was safely 
on shore. Then God’s cloud was raised. 
Imagine the surprise of the Egyptians 
to see the Jews safely on the other 
shore! They jumped into their chariots 
and rushed after the Jews. Then, in 
obedience to God’s command, Moses 
again lifted his rod and the sea closed 
over the Egyptians. Every horse, every 
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Soldier, every chariot was gone. God 
had truly been with His people! 

Among Us Teachers: You are using 
visual aids for these lessons, are you 
not? If you do not have a flannel board, 
today’s lesson could be aptly visualized 
by use of a sandbox and plastic figures. 
The river bed could be covered with 
cellophane paper to simulate water. 
Have the Children of Israel _march 
through—on dry ground. Then, when 
the Egyptians are pursuing them, knock 
them over and cover them up with the 
cellophane “water.” Remember! Your 
children remember 75 per cent of what 
is learned through the sense of sight. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa, 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


God’s “Nevertheless.” — Nevertheless 
he saved them (Psa. 106:8, Golden 
Text). “Nevertheless” is a_ fighting 


word, and we may wel] inscribe it on 
the shield of faith wherewith we are 
to quench all the fiery darts of the 
Wicked One. When Satan comes and 
says, “Will God deliver or use such a 
coward as you?” we can reply, “The 
Israelites were cowards, nevertheless 
He saved them.” If he says, “Will He 
save such a self-pitying, worthless crea- 
ture as you?” we can answer, “The Is- 
raelites were self-pitying nevertheless 
He saved them.” And so with all the 
worst and truest accusations the Ac- 
cuser of the brethren can bring against 
us, still we can reply, “Nevertheless He 
saved them, and will save us who have 
put our trust in Him.” As S. W. Gandy 
wrote: 

What though th’ accuser roar 

. Of ills that I have done; 

I know them well, and thousands more; 

Jehovah findeth none. 

—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, 
Sussex, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Cross Grain.—Yet will I bring one* 


plague more (Exod. 11:1). One day, 
seeing some men in a field, I made my 
way to them, and found they were cut- 
ting up the trunk of an old tree. I said, 
“That is slow work. Why do you not 





Due to a change in schedule of 
printing The Sunday School Times, 
it is necessary, effective at once, 
to ask contributors to “The Mlus- 
tration Round Table” to have 
their illustrations reach the Edi- 
tors at least three and one half 
months in advance of the dates 
of the lessons, instead of three 
months in advance as heretofore. 
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split it asunder with the beetles and 
wedges?” “Ah, this wood is so cross- 
grained and stubborn that it requires 
something sharper than wedges to get it 
to pieces.” “Yes,” I replied, “and that 
is the way God is obliged to deal with 
obstinate, cross-grained sinners; if they 
will not yield to one of His instruments, 
you may depend on it He will make use 
of another.”"—From the Biblical Illus- 
trator. Sent by the Rev. Guru Manic- 
kam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


The Crimson Sign.—For the Lord will 
pass through to smite the Egyptians; 
and when he seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the 
Lord will pass over the door, and will 
not suffer the destroyer to comé in unto 
your houses to smite you (Exod. 12:23). 
Mr. E. E. Beatty, writing from Mowkung 
on the Tibetan frontier, mentions an 
interesting local custom, which he was 
able to use to advantage as an illustra- 
tion when preaching the Gospel. He 
says: “A young man who resides be- 
side us had just been released from 
prison after spending a week or so there 
for cursing a Moslem living on the other 
side of the compound. The sound of 
firecrackers attracted my attention, and 
on going to the front door I saw him, 
girdled with a crimson sash, returning 
from jail with his friends. I inquired 
the reason for this and learned that the 
crimson sash had been given him by 
the magistrate to indicate to all and 
sundry that the prisoner had atoned for 
his sin, and that he was now a free 
man. ,. . . It was most encouraging to 
see how the people’s faces lighted up 
as the illustration went home.—From 
China’s Millions. Sent by Mrs. A, E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Lest He Forget.—When ye be come to 
the land which the Lord will give you, 
..- ye shall keep this service (Exod. 12: 
25). There is a Persian story of one 
who had been raised from a lowly sta- 
tion in life to a high position in royal 
favor. In his palace one room was dedi- 
cated as a “Chamber of Memory.” There 
he kept memorials of earlier days—the 
days before he was elevated to the lofty 
place. The floors were bare. A crook, 
a wallet, a water cruse, a coarse dress 
—things belonging to the shepherd life 
~—were there. Every day he spent one 
hour in this room. He lived again 
among the memories of his youth. These 
recollections not only kept him humble, 
but contributed to his happiness and 
gave him a warm heart for the common 
people.—From the Moody Church News. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


When the Waters Dropped.—Moses 
stretched forth his hand over the sea, 
and the sea returned to his strength 
(Exod, 14:27). The story is in George 
Patterson’s “God’s Fool,” of John Ting, 
one of the “Little Flock” evangelists who 
have won so many converts in China, 
arriving with a group of companions at 
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a river which had to be forded. It was 
in flood and too deep to cross. With im- 
passable mountains on one side, a larger 
river on the other, and bandits in the 
neighborhood, the situation seemed 
hopeless. Then John said quietly that 
he was a Christian, and his God was a 
mighty God who could open a way 
through rivers if necessary, as He had 
done in the past; so now he would pray 
to Him to hold up the water in front 
of them and let them through. He 
prayed, and, with a smal] child in his 
arms, stepped into the boiling waters 
as they swirled about his knees, and 
motioned the others to cross while he 
stood with bowed head and prayed. They 
hesitated, but then in amazement saw 
that the rushing water was steadily 
dropping, until it was only up to John’s 
ankles, and they crossed Over one by 
one to the other side. When the last 
one was across, John followed, and, as 
soon as he put his foot on the bank on 
the far side, the waters broke from 
above with a thunderous roar and 
poured down to make the river impass- 
able again—From the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Give God Time.—But the children of 
Israel walked upon dry land in the 
midst of the sea (Exod. 14:29). The 
late Dr, Jowett said that he was once 
in a most pitiful perplexity, and con- 
sulted Dr. Berry of Wolverhampton. 
“What would you do if you were in my 
place?” he entreated. “I don’t know, 
Jowett, I am not there, and you are not 
there yet. When have you to act?” “On 
Friday,” Dr. Jowett replied. “Then,” 
answered Berry, “you will find your 








This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 285) 


1. Amenhotep II, 

2. Eighty (Exod, 7:7). 

3. Ten, in series of three, three, three, 
and one. 

4. The death of the first-born. 

5. By the sign of the sprinkled blood 
on the lintels and doorposts of their 
houses. 

6. They were feasting on the lamb of 


the Passover, whose blood covered them 


from death. 

7. By heaping them with jewels of 
gold and silver, and whatever the Is- 
raelites asked. 

8. He was angry at losing this great 
labor corps, and pursued after them to 
bring them back. 

9. He opened a path for them through 
the Red Sea, and brought the returning 
waters over the confused army of the 
Egyptians, 

10. Under the blood, on the way, 
through the sea. 

ELMuurst, ILL, 
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helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
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way perfectly clear on Friday. The 
Lord will not fail you.” And surely 
enough, on Friday all was plain. Give 
God time, and even when the knife 
flashes in the air the ram will be seen 
caught in the thicket. Give God time, 
and even when Pharaoh’s host is on 
Israel's heels, a path through the waters 
will be suddenly open.—From F. W. 
Boreham, in Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


When God Points——Thus the Lord 
saved Israel (Exod. 14:30). When God’s 
finger points, there God’s hand will 
make the way.—From “Elijah,” by F. B. 
Meyer. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 
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: The Genesis Flood 


(Continued from page 283) 


cataclysm (Gen. 9:8-19), have, never- 
theless, “been stored up for fire, being 
reserved against the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men.” 


Let us now pause to consider the im- 
plications of this passage with respect 
to the geographical extent of the Flood. 
In speaking of the events of the second 
and third creative days, Peter uses the 
terms “heavens from of old, and an 
earth” in a sense that is obviously uni- 
versal. By the same token, no one can 
deny that Peter also uses the terms 
“heavens that now are, and the earth” 
in the strictly universal sense. Other- 
wise, Peter would be speaking of the 
creation and final destruction of only 
a part of the earth! 

Now let it be noted carefully that the 
one single event that Peter sets forth 
as having brought about a transforma- 
tion, not of the earth only, but also of 
the very heavens, is the Flood! It was 
the Flood that constituted the line of 
demarcation between the “heavens from 
of old” and “the heavens that now are” 
in the thinking of the Apostle Peter. 
It was the Flood that utilized the vast 
oceans of water out of which and amidst 
which the ancient earth was “com- 
pacted,” unto the utter destruction of 
the kosmos (not merely the oikou- 
mene) “that then was.” It was the 
Flood to which Peter appealed as his 
final and incontrovertible answer to 
those who chose to remain in willful 
ignorance of the fact that God had one 
time in the past demonstrated His holy 
wrath and omnipotence by subjecting 
“all things” to an overwhelming, cosmic 
catastrophe that was on an absolute par 
with the final day of judgment, in which 
God will yet consume the earth with 
fire and will cause the very elements 
to dissolve with fervent heat. 


Now’ if the Flood had been merely a 
local affair in Mesopotamia, as so many 
contemporary scholars insist, it is diffi- 
cult to see how Peter’s appeal to the 
Flood would have any value as a con- 
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tradiction to the doctrine of naturalistic 
uniformitarianism, which assumes that 
“all things” have never yet been upset 
by a.universal catastrophe. Nor is it 
easy to excuse Peter of gross inaccuracy 
when he depicts the Flood in such cos- 
mic terms and in such an absolutely 
universal context, if the Flood was only 
a local inundation after- all. 

Thus, the third chapter of Second 
Peter provides powerful New Testament 
support for the geographical universal- 
ity of the Flood. Anything less than a 
catastrophe of such proportions would 
upset the entire force of Peter’s argu- 
ment, and would give much encourage- 
ment to those whom he so solemnly 
warned, 

SEVENTH ARGUMENT: 
Tue TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF A WIDELY 
DISTRIBUTED HUMAN RACE 


Our seventh and final argument for 
a universal Flood is founded upon the 
Biblical testimony of a total destruction 
of the human race outside of the Ark. 
Such an argument, to be effective in 
proving a geographically universal 
Flood, must contain two subarguments: 
(1) the Bible teaches that all mankind 
perished in the Noachian Deluge; and 
(2) the human racé had spread far be- 
yond the Mesopotamian Valley, if not 
around the world, by the time of the 
Flood. 

For lack of space, we must simply 
outline the various supporting argu- 
ments, under each of these headings. 
First, there are at: least four Biblical 
reasons for the necessity of a total de- 
struction of humanity in the days of 
Noah: (1) since the stated purpose of 
the Flood was the punishment of a sin- 
ful race, such a purpose could not have 
been accomplished if only a part of hu- 
manity had been affected; (2) the fact 
that the Flood destroyed the rest of 
mankind is greatly strengthened by re- 
peated statements in Genesis, 1 Peter, 
and 2 Peter, to the effect that only Noah 
and his family were spared; (3) our 


_Lord Jesus Christ clearly stated that 


all men were destroyed by the Flood 
(Luke 17:26-30); and (4) the covenant 
that God made with Noah after the 
Flood becomes meaningless if only a 
part of the human race had been in- 
volved. 

In addition to these arguments for a 
total destruction of humanity, we submit 
three reasons for believing that the hu- 
man race could not have been confined 
to the Mesopotamian Valley by the time 
of the Flood: (1) the longevity and fe- 
cundity of the antediluvians would allow 


.for a very rapid increase in population, 


and the prevalence of strife and vio- 
lence would have tended to encourage 
wide distribution rather than confine- 
ment to a single locality; (2) while 
1,656 years, under such conditions, or 
even under modern conditions, would 
have provided ample time for the popu- 
lating of the entire earth; allowance 
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must be made for the possibility of an 
even greater length of time than 1,656 
years between Adam and Noah because 
of gaps in the antediluvian genealogies; 
and (3) evidence from _ paleontology 
tends to support a very wide distribu- 
tion of the human race at the dawn of 
history rather than a localization within 
the boundaries of Mesopotamia, 

It is the writer’s firm conviction that 
these basic arguments, if carefully 
weighed by Christian thinkers, should 
prove to be sufficiently powerful and 
compelling to settle once and for all 
the long-debated question of the geo- 
graphical extent of the Flood. This is 
not to say, of course, that a universal 
Flood presents no _ serious scientific 
problems to the modern mind. But we 
do maintain that no problem, be it sci- 
entific or philosophical, can be of suffi- 
cient magnitude to offset the combined 
force of these seven Biblical arguments 
for a geographically universal Flood in 
the days of Noah, 

WINONA LAKE, IND. 


te 
Some Recent European Testimony 


(Continued from second page) 


to me something wrapped in an old 
newspaper page, a little bit of bread or 
a tomato. She herself was obviously 
poor. Another example! A young fellow 
prisoner in the camp gave me, without 
a word, a slight bundle with a little 
bread in it. On it was a tag, “Let me 
do unto others what Thou (i.e., Christ) 
hast done for me.” 

That is the way Christians greet one 
another, 

IV 
Just A LINE 
(Atso. By Dr. WILHELM BUSCH) 

Silver light shone over the Bodensee. 
I have seen many glorious lakes in my 
day, but this wonderful silver light I 
have met with only on Bodensee. 

A little peninsula swings in soft curve 
into the lake. It swarms with tourists 
and from the guest houses sounds the 
radio, 

Here, too, is a little old church, close 
to the lake. Around the church is a 
cemetery. 

It is still here. Flowers—red, yellow, 
blue—adorn the graves. We walk 
silently through the row of sleepers to 
a low, green-covered wall which shuts 
the graveyard off from the sea. It is 
pleasant to rest arm on wall and to 
look out over the waters. Only the 
light lapping of wavelets on the stones 
is to be heard. Beside me is my dea- 
coness guide. She had led me to this 
wonderful. place. She knew it from 
youth, 

All at once she pointed to the waters 
below and said, “My life course was 
decided here.” 

“I was looking into the clear water. 
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There was something strange there. Old 
grave stones! The names were worn 
away but one could still here and there 
read the dates, as 1789-1821. Then it 
occurred to me. The line between two 
dates, that is human life. Only a hyphen 
between two numbers. Then I thought 
what a responsibility we have for mak- 
ing something out of this short line. 
So I surrendered myself and my future 
to my Saviour, putting this poor little 
life at His disposal. I became a dea- 
coness.” ; 

A quarter hour later we passed over 
the village green where there was a 
gay crowd of “cure” guests. I thought 
with pain: “Do they really know what 


‘their life is? A line between two num- 


bers! What are they going to make 
of that line?” i 
And myself. What a wonderful thing 
if God shall make out of this poor 
hyphen something to the praise of His 
glory! 
we 


Dr. Lockyer’s Itinerary 
in the U.S.A. 


R. HERBERT LOCKYER of Eng- 
land, whose articles on angels are 
now appearing in the Times, will hold 
meetings in the United States this sum- 
mer according to the following Atinerary: 
June 22-25.—Edgebrook Free Church, 
Rev. Thomas Fletcher, 6155 Touhy Ave., 
Chicago 30. 

June 24-27.—Moody Bible Institute, 820 
North La Salle St., Chicago 10, in care 
of Rev, Robert Parsons, radio director. 

June 29.—Evangelical Free Church, 
Rev. Wilbur Nelson, Wheaton, III. 

June 30 to July 2—The People’s 
Church, Dr. Roscoe F, Wilson, Washing- 
ton Ave., South Bend 1, Ind. 

July 9-13.—In care of Dr. Ford Porter, 
P.O. Box 891, Indianapolis 6, Ind. 

July 14-20.—In care of Herbert Lock- 
yer, Jr., F.R.G.S., director, Moody Week, 
Moody Bible Institute. 

July 21-26.—Arizona Bible Institute, 
Dr. J. H. Woodward, principal, 3025 W. 
McDowell Rd., Phoenix, Ariz. 

July 27 to Aug. 3.—Calvary Church, 
Rev, R. J, Williams, pastor, 511 N. Ave- 
nue F, Olney, Tex. 

Aug. 4-10.—Berean Baptist Church, 
Rev. Robert Young, pastor, 21st at Dar- 
lington, Tulsa, Okla. 

Aug. 24-27.—American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Dr. A. B, Machlin, 
director, Winona Lake, Ind. 


w ‘ 
A School in Japan for 
Missionary Children 
N 1950 a group of evangelical mission- 
ary parents founded the Christian 
Academy in Japan to provide education 
for their children. It now has thirteen 


teachers and 167 children, with facilities 
for elementary and high schools; and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


provides room and board for students 
who live too far away to commute. 

The Academy now faces a crisis, need- 
ing more buildings, teachers, and staff 
members. It expects 245 students next 
year and 402 by- 1961-2. It needs an 
acre of land, a water supply system, and 
a new. educational unit, which together 
will cost over $200,000. Dormitories and 
dining rooms must be added later. Be- 
ginning in September the following 
helpers are needed: supervisor for the 
girls’ dormitory; couple to supervise the 
boys’ dormitory; school nurse and dieti- 
cian; coach and athletic director; sixth 
grade teacher; junior high Bible and 
English teacher; and a high school sci- 
ence teacher. 

Most Christians today are aware of 
the crying need for good schools for 
missionary children in foreign lands. 
The need in Japan is only one example 
and others could be mentioned. Those 
who feel led to help the Christian Acad- 
emy in Japan, or who are interested in 
joining the staff, or know those who 
might be, may write to Mr. E. Robert 
Reese, Field Secretary of the Christian 
Academy in Japan, P.O. Box 2117, Ya- 
kima, Wash, 

we 


World Missionary Literature 


Sunday 


UNDAY, October 12, 1958, has been 

named by Evangelical Literature 
Overseas as World Missionary Litera- 
ture Sunday. Its purpose is to focus 
the churches’ attention on the need for 
printing and distributing large quanti- 
ties of Christian literature. “As we wit- 
ness the exploding population in many 
parts of the world and the rising hordes 
of newly literate peoples,” said the Rev. 
Harold B. Street, ELO Executive Secre- 
tary, “we must recognize that they are 
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A wealth of information to help you 
plan and organize your vacation Bible 
school—PLUS a complete description of the 
ALL-NEW VBS Course for 1958 


lagi 


Single theme . . . 10 true-to-the-Bible les- 
sons on the meaning of true worship... 
Graded: Nursery through Teen-age . . . 
Colorful . . . Complete . . . Practical. .. 
Easy to teach . . . Low costl 


Write Today... 


for your FREE 1958 Planbook . . . or better 
yet, you can see all of these colorful mate- 
rials at your Bookstore, or by ordering Intro- 
ductory Kit 9311. A $4.50 value. .only $3.75 


fy At your Bookstore,.or Dept. SS-4 
STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 
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Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 
Director, with two of our orphans. 


at Work in the Holy Land 


Our blessed opportunities in ISRAEL 
are growing. 


More orphans and needy children are 
being helped. Obligations at our Orphan- 
age in Haifa are increasing. 


Conditions there are God’s ‘‘CHALLENGE”’ 
WHO WILL BE THE 
LORD’S “HELPING HANDS”? 


The cry from there is 
“COME OVER and HELP US!” 


Your co-operation and prayers will be 
greatly appreciated. 


Kindly send donations to Headquarters: 
THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. Dillon Street 





Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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Youth 


Materials 
at the LOWEST cost! 

%* FREE sample PACKET ON REQUEST 
PLEASE STATE AGE GROUP 


P.O. Box 413.5 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
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NO OTHER REFERENCE BIBLE 


has the outstanding 
features of 


NAVE’S 
STUDY 
BIBLE 


It lists all references for 
each theme in one place 
~at the bottom of e} 
analyzes the entire Bible; 
8,000 topics and sub- 
topics. Genuine Morocco 
leather, hand grained, 
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not being reached by conventional mis- 
sionary methods. The printed page has 
been proved to be one of the most ef- 
fective means of communication for our 
day.” The observance of Missionary 
Literature Sunday in a church does not 
necessarily involve it in the work of 
ELO or its associated organizations. It 
is the literature branch of the Inter- 
denominational Foreign Mission Asso- 
ciation and the Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association, which represent 
more than 12,000 evangelical mission- 
aries, 

Pastors who would like suggestions as 
to how World Missionary Literature 
Sunday may be observed may write to 
Evangelical Literature Overseas, Box 
275, Wheaton, IIL. 


With the New Books 


Christ and Adam. By Karl Barth. 
(Harper & Bros., New York 16; $2.) 
“Jesus Christ is the secret truth about 
the essential nature of man, and ‘even 
sinful man is still essentially related to 
Him.” Thus Barth summarizes his 
studies of Romans 5. This conclusion 
is to be understood as teaching univer- 
salism—‘“what is true of Christians must 
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also be true of all men.” In pursuance 
of his study, Barth follows a verse-by- 
verse method. Much that he says is 
good, provided it be recast in a thor- 
oughly Christian mold. But the thought 
basic to all of Barth’s teaching vitiates 
his views concerning other doctrines. 


The Recovery of the Anabaptist Vis- 
ion. Edited by Guy Hershberger. (Her- 
ald Press, Scottdale, Pa., $4.50.) In 
twenty-five essays by the same number 
of scholars, the Anabaptist movement is 
set forth as the true representative of 
the spirit of the Reformation, realizing 
its implications where other reform 
movements fell short. The essays are 
in honor of Harold S. Bender, a leader 
in the resurgence of Anabaptism. The 
volume is of special interest to students 
of church history, but the general reader 
will find a blessing in the dedication, 
self-sacrifice, and sincerity of many of 
these men, 

we 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 27 


3. Lifelong Loyalty 
(2 Tim. 4:1-8) 

Topics are copyrighted by the Interna- 
tional Society of Christian Endeavor, and 
are used by permission. 

UR word “loyalty” comes from an 

Old French and Latin root that 
means “law.” Originally it meant 
“faithful to lawful government, to the 
Sovereign, or to the one to whom one 
is subject.” Today we understand the 
term to mean “steadfast,” or “true to 
anyone or any principle to which one 
owes or has acknowledged fidelity or 
allegiance.” 

ve 


There are some loyalties over which 
we have little or no choice. We cannot, 
for example, control the place of our 
birth, or determine ‘the family into 
which we are born. Yet there are cer- 
tain loyalties that most right-thinking 
persons acknowledge to their country 
or to their family. Other loyalties we 
assume by definite choice, such as loy- 
alty to school or college, to friends, to 
a life partner, and to Christ. Some loy- 
alties are of necessity transitory. We 
may, for example, have a very warm 
spot in our hearts for a certain Cub 
Pack or Scout Troop, but we do not feel 
the same enthusiasm and loyalty to such 
an organization after we have ceased 
to have any connection with it, or after 
it may have ceased to exist. But there 
are certain loyalties that should be life- 
long and enduring, and this week’s 
topic, in the series on “Developing 
Christian Qualities,” seeks to emphasize 
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the fact that loyalty to Christ should 
be pre-eminent in the life of a Chris- 
tian and should be lifelong. 


8 


Many of us are fully aware that, as 
Christians, we are often confronted with 
conflicting loyalties. Friends of whom 
we are very fond may urge us to do 
certain things or to go to places that 
we know will not be consistent with 
a clear Christian testimony. Members 
of our families may require of us cer- 
tain duties that interfere with Christian 
activities. Employers may demand cer- 
tain conduct that we cannot reconcile 
with our Christian principles. What 
are we to do under these circumstances? 
How are we to determine the direction 
in which our first loyalty lies? 


8 


Now let us not suppose that just be- 
cause we are Christians there is some 
easy way of solving our problems of 
conflicting loyalties. There will be 
times of real uncertainty and concern. 
Nevertheless there are certain princi- 
ples, which, if followed, will throw light 
on our way and will help us to deter- 
mine what to do, 

ye 

First let us be sure that, above all 
and regardless of the cost, our first loy- 
alty is to the Lord Jesus Christ. If we 
give Him the pre-eminence (Col. 1:17, 
18), all other loyalties will eventually 
find their proper relationships. Only 
after we have settled this question of 
loyalty to Him can we unqualifiedly 
claim His direction and guidance with 
regard to other loyalties and responsi- 
bilities. The disciples, you will recall, 
were confronted with the conflict be- 
tween loyalty and obedience to organ- 
ized authority and obedience to Christ’s 
command to preach the Gospel. They 
met this situation with the simple de- 
cision and statement, “We ought to obey 
God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 

se 


Next, let us be sure that to the best 
of our ability we ascertain and know 
what God’s will is. Lay the whole mat- 
ter before Him in prayer with the de- 
termination to do what He shows us as 
soon as we know it. Beware of asking 
God’s direction in order to decide 
whether or not you will obey Him. If 
we will follow His plan for seeking 
wisdom, we have His promise that He 
will grant it to us (Jas. 1:5; John 7:17). 
In additfon, it is important to seek the 
direction of God’s Word, asking Him 
to guide us to those principles that will 
help us to make the right decision. Then 
we may ask the counsel of trusted 
Christian friends. They may have been 
faced with similar problems, and theit 
experience may prove very useful to us. 
Then wait patiently for God’s clear lead- 
ing (Psa. 37:7). All ‘of these means 
working together and never contrary to 
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the clear teaching of the Word will 
show us what God would have us do. 


we 


When loyalty to Christ and loyalty 
to family conflict, it should be remem- 
bered that God’s Word clearly recog- 
nizes our duty to parents (Eph./6:1-3; 
Col. 3:20), and this responsibility must 
be discharged unless it involves direct 
disobedience to God’s laws and princi- 
ples. Disobedience to parents in direc- 
tions other than this, even in matters 
that may otherwise appear to us to be 
good and right, is not consistent with 
Christian testimony, and may be a real 
hindrance in winning parents and others 
in the home for Christ. 


se 


In conflicts between loyalty to friends 
and loyalty to Christ, let us not be de- 
ceived by thinking that by yielding to 
their persuasion we may eventually win 
them for Christ. It doesn’t work that 
way. They will not really respect us 
when we capitulate, even at their per- 
Suasion, in matters of principle or con- 
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viction, and we will thus lose an oppor- 
tunity of giving a convincing Christian 
testimony either by word or deed. Our 
refusal may be given in a kind and 
loving way, but nonetheless firmly. We 
need not say, “I will not,” but rather, 
“I eannot.” We should not overlook 
the fact that sometimes our loyalty to 
Christ may mean the loss of friends. 
This is not pleasant, but anything that 
we give up for His sake will be made 
up to us in ways that are often beyond 
our fondest hopes, 
se 


In matters of conflict between loyalty 
to employers and loyalty to Christ, we 
must be obedient, unless Christian prin- 
ciples or convictions are involved. We 
have no right to trespass on our em- 
ployer’s time, even to do Christian 
things. An employer has a right to ask 
us not to do personal work in his place 
of business and on his time, if he wants 
to do so. Dr. Philip E, Howard, the 
former president and publisher of Tue 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, used to give to 
young people some very good counsel 
regarding employment. He pointed out 
that their first responsibility in their 
job should be to the one who pays them 
for their work, and that work should 
be accomplished first of all. Next, they 
should do those things that they feel 
to be their duty or obligation; and, 
finally, after these two responsibilities 
had been met, they should feel free to 
do the things that they like to do or 
want to do. 

se 


It will be helpful to us as young Chris- 
tians to remind ourselves again and 
again that the Christian life is not some- 
thing to be entered upon carelessly and 
laid aside when we feel so disposed or 
when the going gets rough. It is a life- 
time responsibility in service and loy- 
alty. May we, with the Apostle Paul, 
when we come to the end of our journey 
be able to say, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). If we are 
able to say this, we need not then be 
ashamed when we stand before our Lord 
and Master who gave up so much and 
endured so much for our sakes. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 21 to 27 
Mon., Apr. 21.—Exod. 5:1-9. 
Heavier Burdens. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let more work 
be laid upon the men.” As God had 
predicted, Israel came into hard bond- 
age under the heartless, wicked, and 
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NO, THE BIBLE IS NOT 
OUR SOLE GUIDE 


Widespread Catholic advertising claims that 
the Bible is only part of the truth which we 
must believe. t e full revelation is found 
in the Church. Can you defend your con- 
viction that the Bible is our sole guide? 
Read the answer in: 
The Bible and the Church, Which Came First? 
10 chapters, 112 pages, art cover, $1 
Order from the author, 


OLIVER W. PRICE — 
Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Okla. 


REMEMBER 


“Suffer the children to come.”’ 


For the past 41 years, the Homes of Onesiphorus 
have been your arm of love to bring Christ to the 
Chinese, Lebanese, and Arab children. More than 
85 per cent are now active Christians in their native 
~y Bless them and they will bless you. 














For more information write today: 
George E. Hedberg, Executive Director 


HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Avenue Dept. 15 Chicago 18, Illinois 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & Co. 
Dept.102 SCRANTON 2, PA. ‘ 








unreasonable ruler of Egypt and of his 
taskmasters. Millions of people in this 
world today are experiencing similar 
oppression under the iron hand of god- 
less Communism. But the eyes of God 
are upon these taskmasters and upon 
the people suffering under them. (See 
Eccles. 5:8). Pray for the millions of 
oppressed in Occupied China and in 
Russia. 
Tues., Apr. 22.—Exod. 6:1-8. 
God’s Pledge. 
PraYEeR Succestions: “Say unto the 
children of Israel, I am the Lord, and 
I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid 
you out of their bondage, and I will 
redeem you.” God’s promises are all 
true and certain of fulfillment. -He “is 
not a_ man, that he should lie,” or the 
son of man that He should’ break a 
promise (see Num. 23:19). His oath, 
His covenant, and His blood will sup- 
port any sinner who cries out in faith 
to the Saviour. The thief of the cross 
illustrates God’s complete and immedi- 
ate response to the cry of faith. Let 
y S t ER , God is 
yohiGaR ee Ls: Ad a His 
promises and doubt your fears. Pray 
for the Pacific Garden Mission, Chicago. 
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blessings. If we do not learn to trust 
with more childlike faith, our souls will 
rust; but they will gleam if we do. 
Pray for the Pocket- Testament League, 
Inc., Englewood, N. J. 
Thurs., Apr, 24.—Exod. 11:4-9., ‘ 
Preview of the Passover. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “About midnight 
will I go out into the midst of Egypt.” 
The Lord smote Egypt with the rod 
of His wrath, but He favored Israel 


Wed., Apr. 23.—Exod. 10:21-29. 
“Let My People Go.” 
PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Let my people 
go” (v.3). The God of providence man- 
ages all people and all things. He doeth 
what He will in Heaven and on earth 
and no man can stay His hand. Let 
fearful saints take fresh courage in re- 
membering that the things they fear 
most, if made a matter of sincere 
prayer, will doubtless turn into so many 
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* Residence 


Corps Temple ‘ 
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with astounding mercies. The divine 
preview of the Passover that He gave 
them prepared their hearts for the 
amazing strokes that He used upon the 
wicked Egypt. God delights in mercy, 
but His wrath and power will always be 
against those who do.evil. The accent 
in preaching for revival today must 
positively be on what our Lord Jesus 
calls, “the wrath of God.” As surely as 
His wrath and mercy appeared in Eden, 
so must they also be evident side by 
side through all the ages of man. Let 
us take heed to the words of our Lord 
Jesus in John 3:36, “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: and 


he that believeth not the Son .. . the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” Also 
see Romans 1:18; 2:5, 8. Pray for the 


World Radio Missionary Fellowship, 
Inc., HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. 


Fri., Apr. 25.—Exod. 13:3-10. 
An Annual Memorial. 
PraYER SuccEsTions: “Remerhber this 
day ... for by strength of hand the 
Lord brought you out from this place.” 
Israel is obligated to observe the Pass- 
over year by year. Now that such great 
numbers of Jews are returning to their 
land, let us pray that God may open 
the eyes of their understanding to dis- 
cern what God really had in mind in 
setting up the Passover as a day of re- 
membrance. Pray for all who are do- 
ing missionary work among the Jews. 


Sat., Apr. 26.—Exod. 13:17-22. 
God’s Protection. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONsS; “A pillar of cloud 
..,. and... a pillar of fire.” These 
symbols of God’s presence among His 
children were visible reminders of His 
loving-kindness and faithfulness. But 
in Christ we have even more. Every 
born-again believer has the Holy Spirit 
dwelling within him, always ready to help 
and to guide. If Israel’s life in the wil- 
derness was blessed, ours is blissful. 
See 1 John 4:13. Pray you may be 
concerned about walking continually in 
the Spirit. 
Sun., Apr. 27.—Exod. 15:11-18. 
The Mighty God. 
PrRaYER SucceEsTions: “Who is like 
unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? 
who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders?” 
In our everyday life nowadays we 


seem to have exalted man and mini- “2 
mized God. We have a great “man” »o 


and very little “God,” but what God % 
can do among us is infinitely greater 
than all the combinations of finite +9 
power in the world. This situation oo 
probably explains why we see so lit- » 
tle of the power of the Spirit in our @ 
churches. We see only what men can 
do in their natural wisdom. and 
strength, but very little of what God 
wants to do among His people. Pray 
for a great work of God as the age 
draws to its close. 
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